Help your students master individual
reading skills with these 10-day units!

Not So Wimpy Teacher
reading units focus on
onhe reading skill at a
time. These two-week
units give students time
to practice and master
each individual skill!
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What'’s Included

THIS RESOURCE INCLUDES

2 instructional PowerPoints

2 interactive notebook
activities

Cause & Effect

Cause and effect shows how one event makes another event happen

Because so many people left their porch lights on at night, fewer fireflies could be seen in the
summer sky. The bright lights made it harder for fireflies fo find one another. As a resulf, their

numbers began o drop in some neighborhoods. Therefore, many communities now ask people fo

off their lights during “Firefly Week * Firefly Week is a fime in early summer when people fry

DATE:

fo protect fireflies by keeping outdoor lights off ot night. This helps firefli
easiy and keeps their numbers growing. NAME

What are 3 clue words ¥
you know +his passage is

What is Hhe effect of P
leaving +heir porch ligh- [ ¢

Text Structures: Chronological

Read each paragraph carefully. Circle any clue words that show time or order.
If there are clue words for time or order, check the box labeled chronological.
in a cause & effect slrL| If there are no time or order clue words, check not chronological.

1. In the spring, a farmer plants pumpkin seeds in the soil. Within a few weeks, small green
vines begin fo grow. As summer arrives, bright orange pumpkins start o form on the

vines. Finlly, in the fall, the purpkins are ready fo be picked and taken fo the market.

D not chronological

O reading centers

t are home to thousands of plant and animal
each year and have fall trees that form thick

als, such s parrots and monkeys, ive high up in

Mid-unit checkpoint

assessment

What is cause and effec!?

Cause = WHY something happens
Effect = WHAT happens as a result

When you read, look for how one
event might cause another event.
That's cause and effect!

D not chronological

an running in England. At firsh, people were nervous
ains became a popular way fo move goods and

any countries still use trains for transportation.

|:| not chronological

on Earth. They can run up fo 70 miles per hour,
ng legs and strong muscles help them chase prey.

blend info tall grass while hunting.

|:| not chronological

, rivers, and oceans, turning it info vapor: Next, the
ms clouds. Affer that, the water cools and falls back

ws info rivers and oceans, and the cycle begins again.

|:| not chronological
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End-of -unit assessment
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Multiple original passages




|0 Days of Activities

Directions

This unit includes two
instructional
PowerPoints that
explicitly teach the
reading skill.

Students will practice
the skill using
inferactive notebook
activities, worksheets,
original passages,
reading centers, and
other activities.

This reading unit is intended fo be used over

a two-week time frame, but this can easily be

adjusted to meet your needs. If your students are not already familiar with the RACE strategy, you
will want fo use the included ‘RACE Strategy” slides prior to starting the unit

This unit does not correlate with one particular reading curriculum, but it has been designed to
supplement any materials or routines that you already have in placel

Here is how I recommend using the materials in this resource. A more detailed explanation of the

materials is included on the following pages.

DAY

LESSON MATERTAL

LESSON OBJECTIVE

Day |

PowerPoint mini lesson

Introduce the skill using the
PowerPoint lesson.

Day 2

Interactive notebook

activity

Review the skill using an inferactive
notebook activity.

Day 3

Worksheet

Practice the weekly skill.

Day H

Worksheet

Practice the weekly skill by applying
it fo a book/story of your choosing.

Day 5

Reading passage

w/ questions

Mid-unit checkpoint! You may choose
to foke a grade on this assignment.

Day 6

PowerPoint mini lesson

Dive deeper info applying the skill
using this PowerPoint mini lesson.

Day 7

Interactive notebook

activity

Apply the skill using an interactive
notebook activity.

Day 8

Worksheet

Practice the weekly skill.

Day 9

Trifold activity sheet

Review the weekly skill using this
trifold activity sheet.

Day 10

Assessment

Assess the weekly skill

Small
Group

Reading Centers

Complete independently during small-
group time throughout the unit.




PowerPoint Lessons

>>>>>> (AUST & [HL(T >>>>>>

Clue Words

These clue words often tell us
thal one event is causing another.

* therefore

. + * if_ then
SO a5 arest * due fo

because

* consequently

since

>>>>>> (AUST & [HHL(T >>>>>>

Authors use cause and effec! to:

* explain

® f\lt\/\l.l ||I\f\

something happens

Ar ~~\~ ~~\ I'\II\I

>>>>>> (AUST &, [FL(] >>>>>>

Let's practicel

When the temperature drops below freezing,

water on the road furns fo ice. As a result, driving

becomes more dangerous. Because of this, people

are often told to stay home during icy weather.

Cause (why something happens):
temperature drops below freezing
Effect (what happens):
roads become icy and dangerous

The first PPT lesson introduces the skill. The second PPT lesson
reviews the skill and focuses on deeper application.




Interactive Notebooks

Chronological Cause & Effect

H 4 4 ;
Chronological order means events or steps are written in the order they happen Cause and effect shows how one event makes another event happen.

Because so many people left their porch lights on ot night, fewer fireflies could be seen in the
) summer sky. The bright lights made it harder for fireflies to find one another. As a result; their
ng‘l‘ 3 _4 C|Ule Wordg ‘I’h Q“' h@'p numbers began to drop in some neighborhoods. Therefore, many communities now ask people to

turn off their lights during “Firefly Week * Firefly Week is a time in early summer when people try

\jou knov\/ q paggage IS to protect fireflies by keeping outdoor lights of f at night. This helps fireflies find each other more
erl_‘l_en |n Chkono'oglcq‘ Order easily and keeps their numbers growing.

What are 3 clue words that help
you know this passage is written
in a cause & effect structure?

Give 2 reasons an author
might use chronological order.

What is the effect of people
leaving their porch lights on?

What are 3 examples of i Think of somelhing that has happened inj

chronological order in redl life? E your life. Write a sentence about it Hhat i

! shows a cause and effect relationship.
1 DA .

The first interactive notebook activity will review the skill with story
structure. The second notebook activity asks students to use the skill
to demonstrate an understanding text structures.




Practice Sheets
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at is the title of the text yol y
u read?
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Assessments

from the passage best shows chronological order?

ater is warm and blue”
i live for many years”
covers them carefully and returns to the ocean”

ve

ical order help the reader understand about sea turtles?

happens step by step
rate every year
ect their eggs

'ndangered

The Disappearing Bees
vnature. They help plants grow by spreading pollen k
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Check for student understanding with mid-
and end-of-unit assessments.




Reading Centers

3 Name the Cause & Effect

2 Time Sequence

Center

.. Invaders can make us prefty sick. There
are sof
avoid T
water, 4

| can gel

* idea wi
use yof
cover y

S STOP ]

[ It is the most important muscle in your
body. Your body functions smoothly
because your heart pumps about 2000
gdllons of blood through it each day. 4

E That blood provides you with
oxygen and nufrients. Your heart
has an important job, so help take

care of It by exercising and
eating hedlthy each day.

T Read the sentences carefuly, and

" Center Two

sort the cards in chronological
order using dates and

. clue words. In your recording

' book, put the dates and the
numbers from the cards in the
. boxes. The first one is done

| for you

Next, Nintendo released the
Ninfendo 64 and Sony released
the Play Station in 1995,

Later, XBOX joined the gaming
systems in 2001 and sold for

ground $300,

Second, Nintendo released ifs

Cause & Effect

Cause and effect shows how one event makes another event happen.

Because so many people loft the
summer sky The bright |

What are 3 clue words that help
you know +his passage is written
in a cause & effeck struchure?

What is the effect of people
leaving their porch lights on?

Think of something that has happened in

your life. Write a sentence about it +hat

shows a cause and effect relationship.
Be sure o include a clue word.

gaming system in Japan in [983.

Five reading centers
provide an engaging
way for students to
practice the skill
independently.

EGReoding Response

Book or Article:

Center Five
" 5a. Choose a nonfiction book or
article and carefully read the text.
Write the answer fo the question on
| the card in your recording book. Check

|7 your work.

cause and effect
from the text. Give
: evidence from the

question.
Q I resfated part of the question in
my answer.

T O T used evidence from the text

fo prove my answer.
. O T edited my work for
speling and punctuation.




