Help your students master individual
reading skills with these 10-day units!

Not So Wimpy Teacher
reading units focus on
onhe reading skill at a
time. These two-week
units give students time
to practice and master
each individual skill!
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What'’s Included

NAME: DATE:
Making Connections

Read each passage carefully. Decide how the sentences are connected.
Then, circle the correct answer.

|. First, the sun rises in the morning. Then, it moves across the sky. Finally, the sun sets in

THIS REGOURCE INCLUDES: | "7 e e

2. The ground became muddy because it rained all night. As a result; the soccer game was

canceled.
sequence cause & effect comparison

3. Both snakes and lizards are reptiles. Lizarc

NAME DATE

sequence cause &
Y. The temperature dropped below freezing qulng ConneCflons
formed on the roads. Read your informational text carefully. As you read, pay attention to how the

2 i n S+r u C+i o n o I POW e r PO i n+s sequence sl sentences connect to each other. Then, complete the questions below.

S. First, seeds are planted in the soil. Next; the | What is the title of the fext you read?

grow.

sequence cause &

2 interactive notebook activities

sequence cause &

2. What is this text mostly about? Use a complete sentence.

7. Both basketball and soccer are team sport

and soccer is played with feet.

5 reading centers

8. Many animals migrate because food becon

3. Find a place in your text where the sentences are clearly connected. What page did

survive. you find this connection? _____ How are they connected?

sequence cause &

H worksheet activities >>> MAKING (ONNECTIONS >>> }

Mid-unit checkpoint assessment Lel's Review ”

» Senlences in honfiction text are connecled
End—o-F —uni'|' Gssessmen"‘ to help readers understand information.
* Sentences can be connected by

Multiple original passages " sequence (order)

* cause & effect (why something happens)
* comparison (same and different)

this connection.

v
v
v
v
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v
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« Clue words give us clues about how
sentences are connected.




|0 Days of Activities

Directions

This reading unit is intended to be used over a two-week time frame, but this can
easily be adjusted to meet your needs.

This unit includes two
instructional
PowerPoints that
explicitly teach the
reading skill.

Students will practice
the skill using
inferactive notebook
activities, worksheets,
original passages,
reading centers, and
other activities.

This unit does not correlate with one particular reading curriculum, but it has been
designed to supplement any materials or routines that you already have in placel

Here is how I recommend using the materials in this resource. A more detailed
explanation of the materials is included on the following pages.

DAY

LESSON MATERTAL

LESSON OBJECTIVE

Day |

PowerPoint mini lesson

Introduce the skill using the

PowerPoint lesson.

Day 2

Interactive notebook

activity

Review the skill using an interactive
notebook activity.

Day 3

Worksheet

Practice the weekly skill.

Day 4

Worksheet

Practice the weekly skill by applying
it to a book/story of your choosing.

Day 5

Reading passage

w/questions

Mid-unit checkpoint! You may choose
to take a grade on this assignment.

Day 6

PowerPoint mini lesson

Dive deeper into applying the skill
using this PowerPoint mini lesson.

Day 7

Interactive notebook

activity

Apply the skill using an interactive
notebook activity.

Day 8

Worksheet

Practice the weekly skill.

Day 4

Trifold activity sheet

Review the weekly skill using this
trifold activity sheet.

Day 10

Assessment

Assess the weekly skill.

Small
Group

Reading Centers

Complete independently during small-
group time throughout the unit.




PowerPoint Lessons

>>> MAKING (ONNECTIONS >>>

Paragraph-Level Sequence

== MAHNC <ONN[<TION§ == Pemer;wbér seguence shows

~\ AlAIt\ ~1\ AIAIAA PN | fJA

Paragraphs are groups of sentences _
Hhat work together to explain one idea. === MAHNC (ONN[(TION§ >>>

Let's practicel
SQN-GY\CQS ConneCL IOIQQS j First, weather scientists study clouds and wind patterns to learn about

upcoming storms. Next, they use special tools o collect information like

bUH- pQYQgYQ phg COYW\@CJ- BlGGEP ldqul temperature, wind speed, and rainfall. Then, computers help them

organize and study the information they collect. After that, scientists

look for changes that might signal severe weather. Finally, they create

The COY\Y\@CJ-IOY\ *\jpes are ‘I’he same weather forecasts that explain what people can expect. These
(S@O]U\@YNCG , cause & e-ﬁfe(‘,l- , COmeHSOY\) forecasts help communities prepare for different weather conditions.

This paragraph is many sentences dl
working together. The clue words help
us follow the order.

The first PPT lesson introduces the skill. The second PPT lesson
reviews the skill and focuses on deeper application.




Interactive Notebooks

Making Connections

Sentences are connected when they work together o explain information.

Making Connections

Paragraphs are groups of sentences that work together to explain ideas.

The weather turned very cold
overnight. Because of the freezing

lemperatures, many plants became
covered in frost. This caused some

leaves to turn brown and fall off.

First, a caterpillar hatches from an egg.
Next, it eats leaves and grows bigger
each day. Finally, it forms a chrysalis o
begin changing into a butterfly.

Both whales and dolphins live in the
ocean and breathe air. Whales are
usually much larger than dolphins.

Dolphins are known for swimming in

The area did not receive much rain for several
months. Because the ground became very dry, crops
could not grow well. As a result, farmers had to find

new ways }o save waler.

Connection Type:

First, park rangers study areas +hat need protection.
Next, they create rules to help keep plants and
animals safe. Then, signs are placed around the park
to remind visitors of the rules. Finally, rangers check
the area to make sure the rules are followed.

Connection Type:

Both mountains and hills rise above the land around
them. Mountains are usually much taller, while hils
are smaller and easier o climb. Unlie hills, mountains
often have colder temperatures at the top.

Connection Type:

The first interactive notebook activity will review the skill
introduced in the first PPT lesson. The second nhotebook activity
asks students to use the skill fo demonstrate understanding.




Practice Sheets
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Making Connections

Read the passage. Then, answer the questions.
Dry Weather and Water Use

The region did not receive much rain for several months. Because the weather stayed dry,

the soil became hard and cracked. Rivers and lakes slowly began to shrink as

dropped. As a result, people were asked to use less water each day. This helped protect the

remaining water supply. Communities worked fogether to make sure there was enough water

for everyone.

Circle the correct answer for each question.

l. How are the ideas in this paragraph connected?
sequence

a

b. comparison
c. cause & effect
d

| randomly

2. What is the main reason rivers and lakes began fo shrink?

a. People used less water.
b. The soil became hard and cracked
c. The region did not receive much rain

d. Communities worked together.

3. Which sentence describes something that happened due fo the dry w
. The region did not receive much rain for several months.

a
b. Because the weather stayed dry
c. Rivers and lakes slowly began to shrink as water levels dropped

d. Communities worked together fo use more water.

Y. Which clue word helps you fo know what type of connection this paragre
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Read each paragraph carefully. Circle the
type of connection the author uses.
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Vocabulary Match

Write
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Students have multiple opportunities to practice the skill using
the included original passages and on a text of your choosing.




Assessments

5, tell how you know that the connection you chose in question number

Exercise and the Body
e body healthy. When people move their bodies, th
re blood is moving through the body, muscles re

~ stronger over time. Exercise can also help p

» questions below.

A desCV\Pho“ 1ph connected?

el

ive extra oxygenr)

Check for student understanding with mid- and
end-of-unit assessments.
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Reading Centers

How Bees Help Plants

Bees are smdll insects, but they play a very
important role in nature. At first, it might seem likq
bees are only helpful because they make honey)
However, bees do much more than that. When COﬂnechon
visit flowers, they help planfs grow and survive| Type:
is why bees are so important to the environme]

Sequence
When bees land on flowers fo collect nectar, g ngess&
sticks fo their bodies. As bees fly from flowey
flower, they carry this pollen with them. Beca
this process, plants are able fo make seeds. ]
seeds grow info new plants that provide fooq

animals and people. Senf@hces
at prove

the
Conpertinn

Comparison

Bees help grow many of the fruits and vegg
we eat every day. Apples, berries, and cuct
depend on bees to grow properl
many planfs would not be able fo

would make it harder for people ¢ i Cenfer one

food.

Carefuly read the passage. In
your recording book, write what

Helping protect bees can make a
our planet. Planting flowers, avoid
chemicals, and protecting bee hat

type of connection the ideas in
# the paragraphs share. Then,
write two senfences that

Ll Color Answers

How Wind Changes the Land

Wind is @ powerful fo What word shows sequence?
land over time. First, sff Underline the answer in red.

dry areas. Because th ———
G AR O 1
o’ What is an effect in the passage?
N Underline the answers in green.

Form New SNUPEs Iike sduna aunes. wina can
move sand from one place fo another, which I
changes the way the land looks.

years, these changes can make

difference in the environment. ‘ Cenfer Four :

Both deserfs andbeaches are s | | Read the passage in your

wind, but deserts usudlly change "
because they are drier. Wind hat recordmg book COF@PU”\/

sand to move in deserts thanint |3 Read the questions and
These details help explain how w! underline the answers

different places on Earth. 5
. in the correct color.

survive. When bees are protecte;

rove the connection you
sources are protfected too. P Y

© chose Is correct.

ZMokir\g Connections
Match

Connection Clue

Five reading centers
p r OVid e a n e n g a g i n g The power went out during the sform. As
wa Y 'FO rsS .I. u d e n'l' S 'I' (o oret

: : Center Two

p ra c I ce e s l ¥ Read each paragraph card carefully.4
Decide how the ideas in the
paragraph are connected.
H d . Mafch each paragraph fo
independently e

[ ] connection. Write the letter

. of the paragraph and

| clues In your recording book.




