What'’s Included

v 5 instructiondl

PowerPoints

v’ Daily lesson plans

v’ Vocabulary cards

v’ Student booklet with an
activity for each day

v’ State research project
v' 52 PowerPoints:

one for each state,

Washington, D.C. & Puerto Rico

CAPITALS & GOVERNMENT

CAPITAL OR CAPITOL?

? Capital means the city where the
government works.

For example: Austin is the capital of Texas.

fil Capitol meg DAY 3: HISTORY & SYMBOLS |
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|0 Days of Activities

This unit includes five
instructional PowerPoints
that teach the concept.

Students will practice the
skill using guided booklets,

a state research projec
with a student expo at
the end, and vocabulary
cards.

This unit comes with 52
optional state-specific
PowerPoints. (50 states,
plus Washington, D.C. &
Puerto Rico
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DAY 1: WHAT IS A STATE

| CAN STATEMENT

MATERIALS

I can explain why the United
States is divided info 50 sfafes.

Day | PPT
Unit Booklet
Unit Overview
document

VOCABULARY
state
federal government
diverse
governor
statehood

important background informatic

Begin the lesson by infroducing
Day I PPT and hook students wit
had only one classroom and thii

sharing out. Guide students thrc

Day I booklet activity.

ACTIVITY

Note: Before beginning this unit. read through the included Unit Overview document for
n and feachina fins
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50 states. learning about geogr f3|
unit will end with a research prc|s

and whether everyone would ge[e

made up of 50 sfates. each witt 2
Tak" opportunity throughout the [

Guide students through the “Tru |

INTERVENTION

Revisit the idea of sfate versus
a simple two-column chart label

it in fogether with students. The|

each example you give.

government using the school ar|3|
“Teacher's Job" and "Principals .|
each column to stafe governmer|.|

federal government. Ask studen|?
you which level of government Hp)

Students answer the exit ficket [3
is divided into 50 states becausis
help meet the local needs of the3|

DAY 3: HISTORY &

SYMBOLS

| CAN STATEMENT

MATERIALS

VOCABULARY

T can explain the history and
symbols that make a state
unique.

Day 3PPT
Unit Booklet

Native peoples
symbol

ACTIVITY
Open with the "Let's Review" slide connecting back to Day 2. then display the “Quick Think*
prompt: before there were 50 states. people had been living on this land for thousands of
years. Ask sfudents to think about who may have lived in their area before their town or
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of distfinct nations each had their own lar
peoples are part of communities today. |
before moving info statehood stories. Us
Jjoined the country at different fimes anc

Transition info the symbols section and w
tree. and nickname. Use the state examp
are connected fo a sfate's geography. hi¢
Tak- before students complefe the Day 3
stafe name. nickname. motto. and flag.

INTERVENTION

two or three redl sfate examples and ag

own imaginary state before moving fo th
motto.

Pul a small group of sfudents and work 1 [2
narrow the booklet activity to one symbc [}
at atime. Start with the nickname: share |3

students what each one fells them abouf |3
that state. Once students have the idea. [$
help them brainstorm a nickname for the|;

city existed. Guide students through the ==
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Students share their flag designs or sfall|
ficket question on a separate sheet of p||
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DAY 5: CULTURE & IDENTITY

| CAN STATEMENT MATERIALS VOCABULARY
I can explain what makes a Day 5PPT culture
state unique by exploring its Unit Booklet landmark
culture, fradtions, landmarks. identity

and famous places.

ACTIVITY
Display the "Quick Think* prompt: ask students to think about their favorite place they have
visited or somewhere they really wanf to go. and what made it feel dif ferent from
anywhere else. Guide sfudents through the Big Tdea” and walk through the food. music. and
fraditions slides. using New Orleans. Wisconsin. Tennessee. and New Mexico as examples fo
make culfure concrefe. Emphasize that culture is shaped by the people who have lived in a
place throughout hisfory. including Native peoples. immigrants. and settlers. Pause at the
first *Turn and Tak" before moving into landmarks.

Introduce the concept of alandmark and distinguish between natura wonders and historic
landmarks using the examples on slides 20 through 23. Connect culture back o geography
using the Wisconsin. Minnesota. and Kentucky examples on slides 24 and 25. reinforcing the
fthread that runs across the whole unif. Pause at the second “Turn and Talk~ before
students complete the Day 5 booklet activity. matching each vocabulary word to its
definition.

INTERVENTION

Pul a smal group of students and use a

ENRICHMENT

TInvite students to create a State Culture

sorting activity. Write the four vocabulary
words on separate index cards and read
the definitions dloud one at a fime. Have
students hold up the card they think
matches before discussing why. Once
students feel confident with the words,
they can complete the matching activity in
their booklet.

Card" for an imaginary state they invent.
They should give it a food. a tradition. a
landmark. and a one-sentence explanation
of how the geography influenced each
one. Remind them that culture does not
appear out of nowhere - it grows from
the land and the people who live there.

WARAP LP
Students answer the exit ticket question in their booklet and review that a state's culture is
shaped by its geography and by dll the people who have lived there across history. Let
students know that starting in the next lesson. they wil begin their state research project.

NOT SO WMPY TEACHER
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PowerPoint Lessons

CAPITALS & GOVERNMENT CULTURE & IDENTITY

CULTURE & IDENTITY
TO REVIEW:
THE CAPITAL OF OUR NATION
Culture includes the food. music. traditions,

and celebrations that make a state unique.

I can explom what makes a Just like each state has a capital city. the

state unique by exploring its entire United States has one too. It is called
culfure-teaditicanc landmacka Washington, DC. The letters D.C. sfand for 1 Landmarks and natural wor\de.rs hglp fel the
District of Columbia. This is where tHGEOGRAPHY & LANDFORMS fory and identity.

WHAT IS A STATE?
federal government does ifs work
This includes the president. Congre BIG IDEA aped by ”? geography
and the Supreme Court. ) who have lived there

an

graphy helps shape how people live.

HISTORY & SYMBOLS : : :
atfe's location. landforms. climate. and
naturadl resources can affect:

Vocabulary:

Sfatehood: the moment when a US. States by Date of Siafehood

ferrifory officialy becomes a
1 \what jobs people do

state and joins the United State R, what people grow or buld
- &5 how people fr¢

- & what acfivities 5 CULTUPE & Tp AD,T,ON

_
% where people live

1800-1819
1820-1839 Directions: Dra

1840-1859 W [
definition, @lne to match each word to g

EXPLORNG TH 3 VOTNG  [|USTATECAPTALS|.. ..

that is important to g community

50 g ‘ A ‘ E ; Directions: Read each statement. Circle True or False. Directions: Read each statement. Circle True or Fdlse
. Bvery state has a capitdl city where the govern the quaiities ang characterist;
ics

I Only the most important people in a community should
get a say in decisions. True / False legislature work. True / Fdlse fradition that make a person, place, o
group unique

% . . Every vote matters, even when lofs of people are 2. The capifd city is dways the largest city in the
True /False the way of life shared by g

Each lesson is desighed to be taught in 30 minutes, with all
student work completed in their booklets. You can choose to
take a daily grade, completion grade, or grade for accuracy.

landmark
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DAY G6: HOW TO RESEARCH

their Day 6 boc
Display one PP1
senfence instec
facts. keeps ou
capitdl of T

es importar
gside you. 1
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sser o a3
& booklet. witl
scess to the F
'eir own word

“or studenfs w2

furning facts ir|
“look. cover. wr

student read fif3
fold away the |}
then say the f||

before writing|:|
removes the T
word and helpy
and rephrasin?|

| CAN STATEMENT
I can use a source tfo find
information and put it info my
own words.

MATERIALS
A demo state’s PPT
A state website for a
second source
example
Student booklet

*GPECIAL NOTE*
Note: These plans are written for
students fo dll research the same
state. See the Unit Overview for
ideas on how to execute the
project In difernative ways.
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TIntroduce the - [3|
abrochure, like |¢|

DAY T7: TRAVEL BROCHURE PART 1

| CAN STATEMENT MATERIALS
T can research and record Travel Brochure
my sfate's capital and State PPT
motto. Student Booklet
Coloring supplies
Web access (optional)

VOCABULARY

ACTIVITY
Tell students that today they get to apply what they've learned about researching fo their
own state, sfarting fogether and then trying part of it on their own. Pass out the fravel
brochure. Show sfudents the cover panel and explain that today they wil fill in the state name
and nickname, but will design the illustration lafer. once they know more about their state. Also
point out the Day 7 booklet page checklist as wel. so they can check of f each part as they
complete if. Display the class's own state PPT and present those first few slides. Go back and
find the Capital City together. Sfudents write the name of the capital and skefch and cdlor a
smal map with a sfar marking the capitd in the box on the Meet My State panel of their fravel
brochures. Then. they check that step of f in their bocklets. Next. students find the State
Motto and its meaning on their own and write in their own words to finish the panel. dong
with the state name and nickname on the cover. Students can dso access credble websifes
to verify and/or add to this information (stafe gov website or Ducksters)
Note: if students do not have individud access to the PPT or Internet. keep this step whole

group instead. or print the PPT slides. so partners or smal groups can share a copy rather
than working dlone.

\
Directi

Ask for a thur ||
Let them know

Meaning

INTERVENTION

For the independent portion. pull a small
group and guide them through finding the
State Motto and its meaning fogether. using
a sentence frame such as “The state motto
is ... which means ___~

ENRICHVENT
Students who finish early research one
addtional fact about their state's capital
city. such as something if is known for. and
add it as a caption near their cover
ilustration.

WRAP P

Launch the Mystery Fact Challenge: over the next 3 days. students should be on the hunt for a
fact about their state that they dont think anyone else in class will find, even asking a family
member af home tonight. Let them know there's a special box on their brochure just for if.
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GrOW TO PESERRCH|

Students can research their own state or choose one of their own
from the 52 included PowerPoints. Plan a “travel expo” where
students display their brochures and reflect on their learning




