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What'’s Included

2 instructional PowerPoints

2 interactive notebook activities
5 reading centers

H worksheet activities

Mid-unit checkpoint assessment
End-of-unit assessment

Multiple original passages

Main Idea
The Mexican Tetra

The Mexican tetra is a small fish that lives in rivers and caves. Some of these fish live in
dark caves where there is no light. Over time, the cave tetra have lost their eyesight, so
they cannot see. Instead, they use other senses to find food and move around. Mexican river

tetras still have their eyesight and can see well. Even though they are different, both kinds

of tetras are the same species

Answer the questions below.

|. What is the topic of this passage?
rivers
cave animals

the Mexican tetra
fish food

3. What clue helps show the main idea of the
a. The word “light” is repeated.
b. The passage is only one sentence long.
c. The passage is only about rivers.

d. The words *Mexican tetra® are repeated

Y. What does the title “7The Mexican Tetra te
a. The passage is about rivers in Mexico.
b. The passage is about Mexican tetras

c. The passage is about food for animals

T .

Main Idea

Read the passage. Then, color the box with the correct main idea green and

the box with the incorrect main idea red.

|. Giraffes are the tallest animals in the world. Their long necks help them reach leaves high
up in the trees. They use their tongues, which can be more than a foot long, to grab food

Main Idea B:

Giraffes can run faster than any

Main Idea A
Giraffes are tall animals that use

their necks and fongues to eat leaves. other animal in the world

2. A voleano is a mountain that can erupt with hot lava, ash, and gases. Some volcanoes are
active and erupt often, while others may stay quiet for hundreds of years. When a
volcano erupts, it can change the land around it. People sometimes live near volcanoes

because the soil is very rich for farming. Volcanoes can be dangerous but also fascinating
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The main idea
is the most
important idea
the author is
writing about.
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Main Idea B:

Volcanoes are mountains that can

looks bright because it reflects the sun’s
es through its phases. The moon’s gravity

Main Idea B;
The moon shines because it makes

its own light.

excellent swimmers. They use their wings
ks live in cold places, like Antarctica, where
ish and other sea creatures. Penguins take
prent finds food

Main Tdea B:
Penguins are reptiles that live
in the desert

The pizza slice
is he main ideal




|0 Days of Activities

Directions

This reading unit is intended to be used over a two-week time frame, but this can
easily be adjusted to meet your needs.

This unit includes two
instructional
PowerPoints that
explicitly teach the
reading skill.

Students will practice
the skill using
inferactive notebook
activities, worksheets,
original passages,
reading centers, and
other activities.

This unit does not correlate with one particular reading curriculum, but it has been
designed to supplement any materials or routines that you already have in placel

Here is how I recommend using the materials in this resource. A more detailed
explanation of the materials is included on the following pages.

DAY

LESSON MATERTAL

LESSON OBJECTIVE

Day |

PowerPoint mini lesson

Introduce the skill using the

PowerPoint lesson.

Day 2

Interactive notebook

activity

Review the skill using an interactive
notebook activity.

Day 3

Worksheet

Practice the weekly skill.

Day 4

Worksheet

Practice the weekly skill by applying
it to a book/story of your choosing.

Day 5

Reading passage

w/questions

Mid-unit checkpoint! You may choose
to take a grade on this assignment.

Day 6

PowerPoint mini lesson

Dive deeper into applying the skill
using this PowerPoint mini lesson.

Day 7

Interactive notebook

activity

Apply the skill using an interactive
notebook activity.

Day 8

Worksheet

Practice the weekly skill.

Day 4

Trifold activity sheet

Review the weekly skill using this
trifold activity sheet.

Day 10

Assessment

Assess the weekly skill.

Small
Group

Reading Centers

Complete independently during small-
group time throughout the unit.




PowerPoint Lessons

>>>>>>> MAIN ID[A >S>>>>>>

This passage is mosty about how polar bears
survive in the Arctic. That is the main idea.
>>>>>>> MAIN ID[A >>>>>>>

Polar bears live in the Arctic, where it is very cold. They have

thick, white fur fo keep them warm. Polar bears are excellent

Let’s try finding details in a passage. § 555555 MAIN ID[A .55

Polar bears live in the Arctic, where it is very cold. "
They have thick, white fur fo keep them warm. Polar o Which details help SMPPOV* how polar
bears are excellent swimmers and can hunt seals in e bears survive in the Archic?

the icy water. Their sharp claws help them walk on

Polar bears live in the Arctic, where it is very cold.

slippery ice. Polar bears are powerful animals that They have thick, white fur to keep them warm. Polar

survive in harsh conditions. bears are excellent swimmers and can hunt sedls in

the icy water. Their sharp claws help them walk on
“ First, we need o find the main idea. slippery ice. Polar bears are powerful animals that

survive in harsh conditions.

The first PPT lesson introduces the skill. The second PPT lesson
reviews the skill and focuses on deeper application.




Interactive Notebooks

Main Idea

The main idea is what the text is mosHy about.

Sharks are some of the most powerful hunters in the ocean. They have rows of sharp
teeth that are replaced whenever one falls out. Sharks can swim very quickly and
sneck up on their prey. These creatures have been living in Earth’s oceans for millions

of years.

There are many types of sharks, from the huge whadle shark fo the fast great white
shark. Some sharks hunt dlone, while others travel in groups. Sharks are important fo
the ocean because they keep fish populations balanced. Even though they can be

scary, most sharks are not dangerous fo people.

Main Idea & Details

Details are facts or examples that prove the main idea.

Whales are the largest animals on Earth. The blue whale can grow longer than a

school bus. A blue whale can weigh as much as 200 tons, which is heavier than

30 elephants! Even a baby blue whale is huge, weighing more than a car when it

is born.

What is the topic
of the passage?

(Pemember, the topic is just 1-2 words.)

What is the main idea of this passage?

What is the main ideg
of the passage?

'What is one
detail that
supporits
the main

idea?

Whal is a
second
delail that
supporis

the main
idea?

What is a
Hnird delall
that
supporis

the main
idea?

The first interactive notebook activity will review the skill
introduced in the first PPT lesson. The second nhotebook activity
asks students to use the skill fo demonstrate understanding.
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Assessments

Earthquakes

hen the ground shakes suddenly. This shaking is caused by rocks moving deep

ne earthquakes are so strong they can damage buildings and roads. Other
ard fo feel Scientists use tools fo measure how powerful earthquakes are.

if this passage?
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en when rocks move under Earth and cause shaking.
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d to feel.

quakes.
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Check for student understanding with mid- and
end-of-unit assessments.

M7 ¢ Ny "m




Reading Centers

4 Defal Sort
Main Idea
& Defails \ Plants make their own food in a

process cdlled photosynthesis.

2 | [
Plants need sunlight, water and carbon d

Cen‘l'er Four l dio>|<|ide to make their food.

| Match the main idea cards Photosynthesis happens inside the
(with numbers) with Two defail plant's leaves.

cards (with lefters) that
T support the main idea.

Write the correct letters s 2 CO'OF Code

& in your recording book.

Before each NFL game, the
footballs are prepared
according fo NFL rules. Two
hours and fifteen minufes
before the game, both
teams must bring twenty-

Have you ever wondered
where the National Football
League (NFL) gets their
footballs? All of the NFL
footballs are made at a
Wilson Sportj

"Zggg;;’ L'?O/; The Wilson Sporting Goods factory

and they are makes dll of the bdlls used by the NFL.
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