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This unit includes two
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DAY 3: THE THREE R'S
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T can explain what reduce, & PPT reduce
reuse, and recycle mean Unit Booklet reuse
and how they help profect recycle
Earth.
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DAY 4: STEM CHALLENGE
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ACTIVITY
Begin by asking, “Why is if better fo reuse materials instead of throwing them
away?"Alow students to share ideas about trash, waste, and saving
resources. Explain that foday they will solve a problem while reusing materials
instead of creating new waste.

Affer the Power
booklets. Studen
show reducing, ¢

Review the bookle

resources imporfc
i!t exit ticket.
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Introduce the STEM challenge and clearly explain the problem: students must
move a small object from one place fo another without touching it with their
hands. Review the materials and remind sfudents that all supplies are reused
items. Students will work in groups to plan, build, test, and revise a tool that
solves the problem. Encourage students fo tak through what works, what
doesn't, and how they can improve their design.

STEM trash-to-tool activity.

After completing the challenge, students will draw their final fool in their
booklets and answer the reflection questions explaining how their tool
worked and how reusing maferials helps protfect Earth.

Review the bookl
PowerPoint: *Hov

tbe used as acla

INTERVENTION

Limit materials for some groups and
guide students through planning
verbally before building. Check in
during testing and ask guiding
questions such as, “what part of the
toolis doing the work?*

ENRICHMENT
Chalenge students fo redesign their
tool using fewer materials while stil
solving the problem.

Included answer key.

WRAP UP
Bring the class fogether fo discuss solutions. Use the findl reflection question
from the booklet: *How does reusing materials help protect Earth?* This can be
‘it

used as a class discussion or exit ficket.

BONUS school clean-up activity.




PowerPoint Lessons

EARTH DAY EARTH DAY EARTH DAY

Vocabulary: H z@N 0o

fo care for something . : .
and keep It.from harm explain what Earth Day is and Why do you think Earth Day

THE 3 R’S why it isimporfant. " THE 3 p's ery year?
REDUCE RECYCLE D TALKI

turns old items info new

means using less watel THE 3 R'S jucts.

energy, or materidls.
REUSE IN ACTION s musf be
Using less creates less trash. =d the right way. [iesG/¢
I Jars con s R

Mye
o

ne: Color the picture pelow.

r | H
] D l/“\ | ‘n h Gr E a chegl nex O eqc] Slafey ien

H A iescr

n Your an. ach leme youdo, one‘OC SIZ,- ne e the actions Y helps People learn op t )
: ol
, s e At square, Iy is aboy o
ut [
profechng the envirg,
| NMent,
!y only about Aanimals,
~~

Directions: Match each word to the correct definition
) - : Y encourage
. Reduce Turning old materidls info new products S people 1o think aboyt
out thejr

d -~ 2. Reuse Using less so less trash is created e the correct g
e.
— > . . " E .
(\/,‘- \ ‘ = 3. Recycle Using an item again arth Day is celebrateq o,
« \ “ Directions: Write TWO examples of each for how you can s
' ril -
.

April [0

e

TN A S '- [l e

Each lesson is desighed to be taught in 30 minutes, with all
student work completed in their booklets. You can choose to
take a daily grade, completion grade, or grade for accuracy.

reduce, recycle, and reuse.




Activities
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TRASH-TO-TOOL
CHALLENGE

Students will explore how reused materials can solve problems without creating new
waste. They will design and fest a tool made from reused materials fo move an object
without fouching it.

MATERTALS PER GROUPS:
Scrap paper (copy paper, construction paper, index cards)

One paper towel fube or small box

Tape
Small object (eraser, cube, paperclip, pom-pom, efc)

TEACHER PREP:
Choose one small object for each group fo move.

Decide on a sfart and end location for the object.
Review how the materials are being reused.

RECTIONS:
Design: Tell students they must move a small object from a start spot to an end spot

vithout touching it with their hands. Students should look at the materials and tak with
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"eir group about how their tool might work before building.
ild: Using only the reused materidls provided, students build a tool that can push, pull
guide the object. Remind students that the fool-not their hands-must fouch the object.

st: Students place the object at the sfart spot and use their tool fo move it to the end
*f. If the object does not move or falls of f. students stop and think about why.

se: Students make changes fo their tool to improve how it works. They may bend
or add materials, but should not add new supplies.
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rd: Students draw their final fool in their booklets and label at least one material
“eused.
st Bring the class together and ask, “What part of your fool hejped move the
?-Guide students fo explain how the tool worked insfead of using their hands.
‘lon: Students answer the reflection questions in their booklets about how

materials helps protect Earth.
' Enrichment Discussion: Can you think of a fool at home or school that could

«d instead of thrown away?
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Students practice the skill with an informational reading passage
and hands-on STEM activity.




Earth Day Craftivity
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Students will complete an Earth Day writing piece and craft,
perfect for a bulletin board or hallway display!
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