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Reducel ReuselRecyclel

Day I Writng the Lead and nirocuction

Did you know fhat more then haif of the frash that ends up n e garbage can achualy be
recycled? Even more shocking, plastics Ike water bottles and food containers fhat con be
recycled foke up o 500 years fo decompose, ar disintegrate, if fhrown in the garbage. Recycling
is one way fo keep these items out of landfill. Another easy way fo keep razh out of landfils
o reduce our use of dposable ffems, and a final way Is fo reuse the ifems Doing these three

Hhings wil reduce polution caused by waste and pressrve our naturl resources. So, how

°pini°n Essay . i 1 important is it to reduce, reuse, and recycle? In my opinion, everybody should be following these

practices
L esson |7 One reason I believe everyone should reduce, reuse, and recycle, is that it would drastically

i f reduce the amount of waste in cur world. Tf homes, businesses, and schools recycled, many ifems
Toplc & CONC‘Udmg Sentences cold be retsed and ads info new products instead of gaing nfo our landfilk. Landfls confain ol
Kinck of foxic matericl from the liids we throw away and the gases our wasfe produces. Affer
e, these foxins are cbsorbed info the ground and can contaminate our drinking water. However,
recycling os many of these materials as possble wil help reduce these foxing and waste,
The practice of reducing, reusing, and recycling fruy saves our envirorment. Recycing par
products clone wil help save our forests and the rumber of frees that are being cut down eoch

year. For examle, if people sfarted recycling just their dally newspapers and unk mal, we would
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) Includes 4 video writing lessons for students - just press
play or have students scan the included QR codesl!




THE MASTERPIECES

this elghi-week unit, students wil write two masterpieces. These masterpleces are

pleces of writing Students will be doing smdll fasks everyday that relate fo the

son for the day. For example, on Day Il the minilesson is about wrifing a good lead
fhe lesson, students wil work fo revise the lead for their masterpiece wrifing

than starting a new piece every day or week, students wil spend fime perfecfing
[ssays while incorporating a new revision skil each day.

QUICK START

low for a successful start of writing instruction!
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st masterplece wil fake longer because the lessons are longer. and sfudents are
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The mentor fext passages wil be read to students
and displayed on the screen during the video

lesson, G dento il be dicectad

A TYPICAL DAY OF WRITING: ¢
THE VIDEO LESSONS

it contains HO days of done-for-you video lessons! The Not So

' Teacher team walks your students through writing an opinion

) essay with guided instruction. Simply display the video and
play! Students will folow dlong as our team feaches the lesson
- students, implementing mini writing and revision fasks each day.
videos can be implemented in several different ways:

You do NOT need fo print the mentor fext
passages. TF you would prefer fo print one copy
fo keep at a writing center. youl find al of the

necessary mentor fexts in the flles for this unit the student notebook and

dents willneed their own

AT

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Click the name of the section fo jump fo that part of the directions!

ept of that
bt fo be used ¢

Joon affer the unit is complefe. Once you have
\on questions it

\ofebooks to review the writing genre
y or you may want fo provide prompts for these
Getting Started —

dlso use it dur,

Student Success Path

What's Included

Quick Start Guide

A Typical Day of Writing ... ..

A Typical Day of Writing: The Video Lessons
The Writing Nofebook

The Masterpieces & Fast Finishers
Mentor Text Passages

Pre- and Post-Assessment
Writing Grades

Conferencing

Publishing & Sharing

Using Technology

Author Share Celebration

Not 5o Wimpy Teacher
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Unit at a Glance Calendar
The one-page calendar shows you
the dall cbjectves for the entre
10-day unit. T have included options
for affernative schedues as wel.

Writing Lessons
Easly see the fitie,

il
quesfion, student fasks, materias,

and video Ink for al 40 lessons
this unit.

Mentor Text Passages
Original mentor text passages

demonstrate the ski being faught

that day.

Opinion Prompt Task Cards
Use these for fast Fiishers or
students who need help fhinking

of topics.

Student Printables
These anchor charts and graphic
organizers are designed fo fit in
the students wrifing notebooks

T

N

Conferencing Moterlals
Everything you need o hold
successful conferences, ndudng
fopic cards and sample outines.

Rubrics

Student Notebook Cover
& Divider

This writing unit comes with the
option to use a digital notebook!

Click the image to the right to

access the digital notebook!

Nol So Wmpy Teacher

b the video link from the Writing Lesson PDF each day and
lay on your projector for your enfire class to watch the
lons fogether.

/ide a link for students in Google Classroom to watch during
fers or for af-home work.

the provided video fask cards at centers. Print and laminafe
be for long-ferm use. Set out a new card each day for the

' lesson. Teach your students to scan the QR code on their
sroom electronic devices fo begin watching.

Not S0 Wmpy Teacher
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)

Detalled feacher directions explaining each component of
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the program will help you understand how to use the videos
and materials and quickly gef started in your classroom!
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WRITERS
CAN SOLVE PROBLEMS

What if my pencil breaks or
my pen stops working?

What if I have to use the
restroom?

What if I can’t think of
anything to write about?

What if I finish my writing task
and I still have more time?

What if I need helg spelling a
word in my story?

What if I have problems with
technology not working?

Not Go Wimpy Teacher

TWO WEEKS OF LESSON PLANS TO GET YOU
UP FOR A SUCCESSFUL YEAR OF WRITING

AV URAATRITAN

LESSON 1: WHAT WILL IT LOOK AND SOUND LIKE? =g

What wil writing workshop look and sound lke?

ESSENTIAL QUESTION

what will writing look & sound like student printable

MATERIALS

what wil writing look & sound ke anchor chart

“‘We a
you al
thougl
lessor
spend
learné
share

Write
spent

“In or
sound

Compl
your g
notfebq

.....

LESSON 9: BULDNG STAMNA ™ 3§,

ESSENTIAL QUESTION

How do I practice writing for long periods of time?

MATERIALS
writing prompt anchor chart
tracking stamina anchor chart

will cre

MINI LESSON

“The last few days we have been buiding up our stamina in wrifing workshop and
fracking our progress. Each day. we've set our goal and fracked how many minufes we
were able fo wrife uninferrupled. Take a look at our fracker. How do you think we've
done so far? Do you think we could write even longer foday? How many minufes do

you think we can write? Let's do ifl”

Have the class help you decide on an appropriate goal for their wrifing time.

“Joday. I'm going fo give you another wrifing prompt fo wrife about”




Chidrens Screen Time Should Be Limited

Day I7: Topic and Concluding Senfences

By the time children have turned eight years old, 967, have watched TV, 907, have used a computer,
81/ have played video games, and 607, have played games or used apps on a portable device. These
devices include any of the following: cell phones, handheld gaming systems, iPads, or tablets. These

peen fo th numbers are high and can be worrisome for parents and adults. Many researchers say that too

ember Visiting the ?‘r
and the tigers S

pecame bot moderation but should definitely be limited.
e suddenly = i
or, tigers app e
ch as the aud®

much screen fime can lead fo some major problems in kids. I believe screen fime can be good in

s m: e One reason I believe that screen time should be limited for children is it will give more time with
o used in

s becau friends and family. For example, many children can be observed playing electronics at restaurants

o the circ S K

« should not be ™  forming while sitting and waiting for their meal. This would be a great opportunity to talk about their day
hants are

e ds o ' or upcoming events they are excited about. The car is another place where electronics are

d or\\mo\

the wild, €l
. ith their her

known for

substituted for qudlity time. Some children have televisions in the car and watch movies while
traveling. This would be a great time for families to point out and talk about things they see on the
road as they pass by. They could even play a fun road trip game with their siblings. Limiting screen

time in situations like these can help kids create more meaningful memories with family and friends.

Secondly, if children have limited screen fime, it can dllow more time for exercise. Instead of laying

No need to buy books or spend fime searching for mentor
texts! Original mentor texts will be read adloud during the
video mini lessons, but prinfable versions are included tool
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The included student printables match the anchor charts
shown in The video lessons, so sfudents can work right
along with the video instruction. A digital version is also




WHAT TEACHERS ARE SAYING
X 77 7% 77 1%

Writing is a STRUGGLE for mel | have a hard time

teaching it, and a hard lime geHing students

EXCITED about it. THIS resource made it SO

EASY! We had SO MUCH FUN using +his and | FELT

MORE CONFIDENT TEACHING! 9
- Miranda W.




Opinion Writing Task Cards

Read the card and write yes or no in the boxes below. Name:

3 7 3 ) 5 6

Included in both printable & digital versions, fask cards allow
stfudents to practice punctuating didlogue and identifying

opinion essay writing. A third set of prinfable task cards
provides opinion essay writing prompfs.
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CONFERENCE OUTLINE |

Writing conferences are as easy as I-2-3!

AN

A YAIA

Follow these easy steps to hold successful writing conferences.

. Choose a Skill o Focus On

* Choose the revision skill you'd like to work on with the group and make

this the focus of the conference.

2. Have Students Read a Smadll Portion from Their Masterpiece:
* Each student will read the part of their masterpiece that they feel

Fom e el ~ OPINION ESSAY
* Give a compliment and possibly a suggestion to each student. CONFERENCING TOPICS

P
/

@,

3. Review and Revisel
* Review the anchor chart and/or student printable for the skill you are
focusing on, or highlight the skill in a mentor text.

* Encourage students to look at their own writing and think about how

they will incorporate the skill info their masterpiece. Students will then

work on making this revision.

WRITING CONFERENCE NOTES
STUDENT NAME:

day’s revision skill, you can make a suggestion or send them back to Student Godls:

Helpful Tips:

® If astudent reads their masterpiece and has truly mastered that

their desk fo work on that day’s writing task. They do not need to
stay 1o review the skill if they have already mastered itl

Use the included conferencing notes page fo make a note of the

revisions each student plans to make so that you can follow up with

Godls and Plans for

Sirengihs Improvement

> ";;r';e conferencing cards I have included fo help guide your

Host successful writing conferences using the included
topic cards, sample ouflines, and fracking sheets.
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Everything you need to feach opinion essay writing
in a way that is fun for your sfudenfs
and easy for youl



