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Holidays around
the world 

Your class is planning a special holiday 
celebration. Your teacher thought that it would 

be a fun idea to include holiday items, such 
as food, toys, and decorations, from other 
countries around the world. It is your job to 

gather the celebration essentials before
the holiday party begins. 



Russia
Your first stop is Russia. Russia celebrates 
Christmas on January 7. In Russia, Father 
Frost and his granddaughter, the Snow 

Maiden, deliver presents to children under 
decorated New Year trees. On Christmas Eve, 
many people have 12-dish dinners, which are

usually made up of a beetroot soup called 
borscht, vegetables, sauerkraut, and 

porridge dishes. You most likely won’t find 
any meat at this meal. The Christmas Day 
meal, however, is considered a feast and 

includes a roast pork or goose, meat 
dumplings, and desserts like gingerbread 

cookies. Another holiday tradition in Russia is 
where children go around to the homes of 
friends and family while singing Christmas 

carols and wishing people a happy new year.
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Russia’s Item
Father Frost and the Snow 

Maiden left a popular 
children’s toy under the 
New Year tree for the 

students to enjoy at the 
holiday celebration. Solve 
the maze to figure out 

what is inside the present.
Hint: two words (12 letters)

Answer:
____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____

____ ____ ____ ____ ____
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Great job on solving that maze! I’m sure your class 
will have a great time playing with the nesting dolls. 

Our next stop is Germany!
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The Mexican celebration of Christmas is called Las 
Posadas. Las Posadas begins December 16 and ends 
December 24. Each night of Las Posadas, children go 
door to door to the houses of neighbors, friends, 
and family members as they reenact part of the 

Christmas story. The children are told that there is 
no room until they reach the last home. At the last 
home, they are welcomed in, and this is where the 

party is held. Each night of Las Posadas, a new 
home welcomes them in and has a party. Pinatas 
are often part of the celebration. Children take 

turns hitting the paper mâché object with sticks until 
candy falls out. On January 6, Mexico celebrates Día 

de los Reyes, which means “Day of the Kings". On 
the night before Día de los Reyes, the children leave 
their shoes outside. In the morning, the shoes are 
filled with toys and sweets from the Three Kings. 
On this day, people eat a sweet bread called Rosca

de Reyes (Ring of the Kings).
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Even though the Christmas story took place in 
Israel, most people in Israel do not celebrate 

Christmas. Instead, people celebrate the 
Jewish festival of Hanukkah, which is 
celebrated around the same time as 
Christmas. Hanukkah is an eight-day 

celebration. Many families exchange gifts each 
night for those eight days. On the first night, 
many families have big dinners. Potato latkes

(fried potato pancakes), beef brisket, and jelly 
donuts are often served. After dinner,

families light the menorah candles. Each night, 
a new candle is lit. During the lighting of the 
candles, a blessing is given, and a special 

Jewish hymn is sung. On each night, children 
are given small gifts, Jewish money coins, or 

even chocolate coins.
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Google Slides File

Click Here

If you use Google Classroom or would like to use this product as 
a Google Slide, you can click on the link below. The link will take 
you to a forced copy link. You will need to click “Make a Copy.” 

This will make a copy of the slides into your Google Drive.



PowerPoint File
If you use other platforms besides Google 

Classroom and need this resource as a PowerPoint 
document, then you are in luck! We have made 

this resource both a Google Slide and a 
PowerPoint. If you wish to download it as a 

PowerPoint, click on the link below.

Click Here



P rintable File
If you are wanting to use this as a printable 

resource, click on the link below to download the 
printable PDF file. There will be some prep work on 
your part. You will want to laminate or place the 
printable pages in sheet protectors. You will also 

need to cut out the jigsaw puzzle pieces. 

Click Here



Audio in Slides
At the top of the slides, there is an audio button. Student will 

be able to click the audio button to have the slide read to 
them. This is especially great for younger grades or 

struggling readers. You can delete the audio button by 
clicking on it and hitting the backspace button. 



Here is the task 
number.

This is where your 
students can type or 
write in their answer. 

Students can also 
utilize the google form 
to submit their answer.

This is where 
your students  

will find the hint 
to how many 

letters/words is 
in the items 

name. 



Each task has an information slide about how each country celebrates as well as 
their traditions. On the right side there are vocabulary words with images to help 

students better understand the content. 
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