What'’s Included

2 instructional PowerPoints
Daily lesson plans

Booklet with an activity for
each day

Earth Day writing & craft
activity

STEM challenge” trash-to-
Tool activity

Original informational

reading passage

Answer Key

EARTH DAY
WHY IS EARTH DAY IMPORTANT?
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o> Days of Activities

This unit includes two
instructional PowerPoints
that teach the concept.

DAY 2: EARTH'S RESOURCES
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DAY 3: THE THREE R'S
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reuse, and recycle mean reuse
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action helps conserve
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DAY 4: STEM CHALLENGE

| CAN STATEMENT MATERIALS VOCABULARY
T can design and revise a Day 4 STEM reduce
toal using reused materials Unit Booklet reuse
to solve a problem and «Check document for recycle
explain how my design extra materials.
reduces waste.
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DAY 5: EARTH DAY CRAFTIVITY
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Day 5 Activity
Unit Booklet
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STEM trash-to-tool activity.

ACTVITY
Begin by asking, “Why is making a specific plan more powerful than simply saying
you care about something? Alow students to discuss responsibility, follow-
through, and measurable impact. Explain that foday they will create a detalled
action plan describing how they can help protect Earth.

After festing an
label at least on¢
their tool worke
natural resource

Review the bookle’
PowerPoint: *How
Earth?" This can b

Direct students to the brainstorming checklist in their booklets. Read through the
list together and clarify any ideas as needed. Students wil check actions they
dready practice, star ideas they want to focus on, and consider which
environmental issues (frash, pollution, water waste, habitat loss, etc) they want to
address.
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Next, students complete the writing portion before beginning the craft. Students
should write a structured response explaining what issue they are addressing.
the specific actions they wil fake, and how those actions positively impact
natural resources, ecosysfems, or pollution levels. After writing is complefe,
students will color, cut, and assemble the Earth craft according to the directions.

Bring the class f(
from the booklet
b Earth?" This can

INTERVENTION
Work with a small group to turn
checklist ideas into clear, specific
action stafements.

ENRICHMENT
Challenge students to strengthen
their plan by addressing more than
one environmental issue or by
explaining how their actions could
influence others in their community.

Included answer key.

WRAP UP
Invite a few students to share part of their writing. Use the final review question:
“Why is it important for people to help protect Earth?" This can be used as a class
b discussion or exit ticket.
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BONUS school clean-up activity.




PowerPoint Lessons

THE 3 R'S

Vocabulary:
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WHAT IS EARTH DAY?
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Directions: Put a check next to the problems that were
happening before Earth Day began.

O Rivers were contaminated with wastfe and chemicals.
O Factories released smoke into the air.
Q Strong environmental laws dready existed.

Q Pollution in cities had become severe.

Directions: Imagine a town in the I960s with a factory near a
river. Draw what the river and factory may have looked like.
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student work completed in their booklets. You can choose to
take a daily grade, completion grade, or grade for accuracy.




Activities
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TRASH-TO-TOOL CHALLENGE O T
Students wil apply the engineering design process fo solve a problem using reused g EM CH
materials. They will design, test, and revise a tool that transfers force to move an object GE

without touching it. Directions: pr, aw the fog|

without our groyy
MATERTALS PER GROUPS: fouching it Lape) o leogf onF;brum o move the opject
*  Scrap paper (copy paper, construction paper, index cards) Sused materiql You used.
+ One paper fowel fube or small box ’
*  Tape
* Smal fest object (eraser, cube, paperciip, pom-pom, efc.)

TEACHER PREP:
+ Choose one small object for each group to move.
* Mark a clear start point and end point.
+ Decide time limit (recommended: 20-25 minutes).
Review design criteria and constraints before beginning.
P TRECTIONS:
Design: Tell students they must move a small object from a start spot fo an end spot
without touching it with their hands. Students should look at the materials and tak with
their group about how their tool might work before building.
3ulld: Using only the reused materials provided, students build a fool that can push, pull,
br guide the object. Remind students that the fool-not their hands-must fouch the object.
=st: Students place the object at the start spot and use their fool fo move it to the end
bot. If the object does not move or falls of f, students sfop and think about why.
vise: Students make improvements to their design based on what they observed
‘ing festing. They may bend, fold, or rearrange materidls, but they must sfay within
original materials provided.

ord: Students draw their final tool in their booklets and label at least one material

reused.
fo bulld POMS:

Jants | §ss Bring the class together and ask sfudents fo explain how their design met the move the Object?
% nd how limited materials affected their decisions. Encourage students to compare
\| Rent solutions and identify which designs were most efficient. ‘ 

tion: Students answer the reflection questions in their booklets about how H How does reu

| materials reduces wastfe and how engineers improve designs over time. profect EQrTh')S’ng materigls he,p reduce Wk
| Enrichment Discussion: Ask students to think of a real-world tool or product ‘ € and

when S luces waste by reusing materials.
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Students practice the skill with an informational reading passage
and hands-on STEM activity.




Earth Day Craftivity
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Students will complete an Earth Day writing piece and craft,
perfect for a bulletin board or hallway display!
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