What'’s Included

Y instructional PowerPoints
Reading passage
I vocabulary cards

20 task cards

Booklet with an activity for
each day

Heredity stations with trait
sort cards, matching, and roll

& talk activity.

Inherited traits modeling
activity

Inherited traits investigation

Assessment
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|0 Days of Activities

DAY 1: WHAT ARE TRAITS?

| CAN STATEMENT MATERIALS ‘ ‘ VOCABULARY

This unit includes four
instructional PowerPoints
that teach the concept.

I can describe traits of Day | PPT trait
plants and animals and Unit Booklet offspring
explain the differen:
between infernal anc
exfernd traits.

DAY 4:PLANT HEREDITY PASSAGE

| CAN STATEMENT MATERIALS VOCABULARY
T can explain how plants Day 4Passage trait
inherit traits from their Unit Booklet inherited
parent plants. heredity
variation

Begin by asking, “Wha
- even when they are
observations. Tell ther
fraits to describe anc

Work through the Dar
beftween exfernd tra
traits (Features inside
share redl examples

ACTIVITY

DAY 5: ENVIRONMENTAL TRAITS

| CAN STATEMENT MATERIALS VOCABULARY
T can explan how Day 5 PPT trait
environmental conditions Unit Booklet environment
caninfluence the variation
appearance and growth of condition
planfs and animals. genes

Begin by asking, I
new plants will grow
Explain that foday t
offspring and why

Continue through the
idea that traits do nof
from parent organisn

Read the passage *
sections fo highlight
for plant fraits. Disci
fruit size, and how 1

Students will practice the
skill using guided
booklets, a reading
passage, heredity &
traits stations, and task
cards.

After the PowerPoint,
sort examples Info inf
fraits. Encourage ther|

Continue reading an
plants with the sam
like sunlight, water, a

INTERV
Reread the example
page dloud with stuc
through one or two
This fraif come from
environment?* Encol
point o dlues in the
they sort the rest ir

ACTIVITY

DAY G: LEARNED TRAITS

| CAN STATEMENT MATERIALS VOCABULARY
T can explain the difference Day 6 PPT instinct
befween inherited traifs, Unit Booklet learned behavior
instincts, and learned
behaviors.

Begin by asking. #
seasons or condi
animals growing
learn how the envi

Affer reading. have
use the fable fo cre
pattern they notice

Work through the
come from genes,
change how those
plants and animals,
in full suniight

INTER

Work with a small ¢
paragraph at a fim
questions such as,
/s mentioned here:
plant get this frait s
students in filing in
plants before they

Review the complete
PowerPoint: *How cc

survive?* This may £

Pause at each “Tur
Reinforce the idec
not change the ge

ACTIVITY
Begin by asking, “What is something you were born knowing how fo do-and
something you had fo learn?” Allow students o share simple examples.
Explain that today they will learn the difference between traits passed from
parents and behaviors that must be learned or practiced.

After the PowerP
each situation, circ
Review the bar gre how the condition

in their data table.

b INTE
Work with a smal ¢

scenario from the
“What changed?"a
have caused this ¢
choose the correc
them write a short
Finishing the page

Work through the Day 6 PowerPoint. Review vocabulary and explain that
inherited traits are passed from parents, instincfs are inherited behaviors
animals are born knowing how fo do, and learned behaviors are gained
through practice or observation. Highlight the examples in the slides, such as
spiders spinning webs (instinct), dogs learning commands (learned), or kittens
inherifing fur color (inherifed trait).

After working through the slides, students will complete the Day 6 page in
their booklet. They will read each example and label it with I (Inherited Trait),
IN (Instinct), or L (Learned Behavior).

INTERVENTION

Vocabulary cards for

Review the bookk
questions *How c¢

| S—

ENRICHMENT

student reference.

Included unit assessment.

Guide students using simple prompts such
as, “Were they born doing this?", “Does this
require pracfice?", and “Is this something
animals of this kind do without learning?
Use thelr responses fo help them decide
whether the example shows an inherited
trait, an instinct, or a learned behavior

Students create a three-column mini-
chart labeled: “Inherited Traits, Instincts,
and Learned Behaviors:” They add one
new example to each column (not from
the booklet) using any animal or plant of
their choosing

$ adiscussion or exif fickef.

WRAP UP

Review the booklet answers as a class. Use the final review question from the
\I PowerPoint: *How are learned behaviors different from instincts?" This can be used as

o

NOT SO WIMPY TEACHER




PowerPoint Lessons

VARIATIONS TRAITS TRAITS

EXTERNAL TRAITS
Vocabulary: H @W coo

Exfernadl fraifs are features you can
. . see, like fur, feathers, or leaf color.
a group of simiar describe fraifs of planfs
organisms that canpradice and animals and explai=
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Directions: Read the list of traits below. Put a V/ next to the ones
that show a variation within the same species.

LEARNED TRAITS

,?7 al CONndition 9 the Violin
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O Two maple trees with different leaf shapes

O Two puppies with identical fur color

O Sunflowers that grow to different heights

Q Clovers with the same number of leaves

Each lesson Is designed fo be faught in 30 minutes, with al
student work completed in their booklets. You can choose to
take a daily grade, completion grade, or grade for accuracy.




Reading Passage & Traits Investigation
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Directions: Use the data table fo make a bar graph of leaf size.
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A reading passage and trait investigation activity allow students to take
a closer look at the concept and practice reading comprehension skills.




Assessment

1 question and circle the letter of the best answer.
1s look exactly like

[7. Which environmental condition would
cause animal fur fo become thicker?
3€e i ifed frait
Gt A.  Lack of sunlight
it a unique

‘raits Warm temperatures
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A standards-alighed unit assessment is provided
to evaluate students’ understanding.
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