MEET THE NEEDS OF
ALL STUDENTS

THIS WRITING UNIT IS
v" Concept-based

Designed to grow all writers

Differentiated

- lexible

-un and engaging for students

v’ Easy o use for teachers!
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st every day wil have the same basic format. Students are much more
juctive when they have clear procedures and routines!

INT LESSON: With the exception DAILY WRITING WORKSHOP

assessment days, writing wil
legin with a mini lesson. During the
ini lesson, students wil read
lenfor fext passages or have the
assages read fo them. The skil

r the day wil be infroduced
uring the first half of the unit,
o . udents will of fen be creating
[ — i — ' for long-term use. T 3 e Ihchor charts fo help remember

[i T | inting the task cards on ' e skils being taught.
o s g o | rdstock and laminating for )

QUICK START

[ANNRARZBlelow for a successful first week of writing insfruction!

Mini Lesson: [0-15 minutes

it the Week One PDF. This
ains everything you need

WHAT'S INCLUDED

This unit contains everything you need to teach informational writing!

ANCHOR CHARTS

Anchor charts are part of many of the lessons In this unit. There are a
[ORK TIME: After the mini lesson. students wil b varlety of ways fo use these resources.
hsferpiece writing (working draft - see page [2)
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LEAD & INTRODUCTION
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i i aterlals. For each student,
i HOOK | YOUR PEADERS FROM THE STAR!

o = i ne fask card recording
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Unit at a Glance Calendar Lesson Plans _ { o need one nofebook
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WRITING A
LEAD & INTRODUCTION

HOOK | YOUR READERS FROM THE START!

Every student wil need a composition nofebook
B I T T S
RNV writing unit. The use of a composition
Bl Is highly encouraged due to their

If a composition notebook t be fact
MEN I OR TE . a spiral notebock Is the next best thing, So 3
Lbook wil only be used for this eight- LEAD &

Writers grow by reading and hearing examples t. I highly suggest using a different INTRODUCTION

of great writing k for each unit. This wil help students to 2 Yow K J—
Getting Started . S I organized and fo differentiate between

9 Al of the necessary mentor fexts for this < of wrifing that fhey wil do Throughout 2 .

writing unit are included! You do NOT need to buy L I¢ necescary, you coukd dlso use two
additional books! (I did include allist of suggesfed ks with fwo w,ﬁ'wg genres in each

bocks just In case you want fo add more mentor
What's Included = texts fo the lessons)

Student Success Path

ommend finding a place to keep their notebooks after the unit is complete. Once
> complefed a couple units, you may want fo use the notebooks fo review the
enre (persondl narrative, inFormative, Fiction. or opinion), or you may want to
brompts for these genres. The nofebooks can be used fo review and practice
but the year. It can dlso be a fast finisher activity all yearl

Quick Start Guide There are severdl dif ferent ways that you can
¥ ¥

use the mentor fexts. Feel free fo mix it up and

vary the routine If you wish.

A Typicdl Day of Writing

+ Print a copy of the menfor fexfs for yourself and read them fo the class In the

The Daily Lesson Plan

The Writing Notebook . .

The Masterpieces & Fast Finishers
Mentor Text Passages

Additional Menfor Text

Anchor Charts

Pre- and Post-Assessment.
Writing Grades

Conferencing

Publishing & Sharing

same manner that you would read a book read doud.

Project the mentor fexts on your whiteboard. You can read it fo the students
while they folow dong, or the class can chord read

For proficient readers, print a copy for each student and have them read it
independently. This can be done during the writing lesson. as bell work, or even
during reading cenfers,

Print a copy for each sfudent or pair of students, and have them buddy read the
passage with their partner.

Print the mentor texts at 807 (change in your prinfer settings) and have students
glue the texts In the resource section of the notebock so that they can look
back as a reference

= = . TAKE NOTE! —

The mentor texts are meant fo be read dloud to llustrate the concept of
that particular lesson. They are not reading passages and are not meant to
be used as a close read activity. Avold asking comprehension questions,
and do not worry If your students cannot read these independentlyl If

ook wil be divided info three equdl sections using the provided dividers (you can
Inatte this). I strongly encourage you to print the dividers on cardsfock! This wil
insure they last for the entire unit

urces

tion will be used for anchor charfs and ofher resources that students complete
ini lessons. This is dlso a good place fo keep student godls and a word list.

terpiece

Lection, students wil be writing their two major masterplece stories. The first
lece story wil be highly guided through mini lessons. During the last three weeks,
 wil complefe a second masterplece story that is done more independently.

’ e stories

bection, students wil keep stories writfen when thy inish the specific work fask
ey can diso wrife stories in this section when they finish work early during other
| the school day. It helps fo keep sfudents organized if they are nof writing

ol stories right in the middle of their masterpiece that is stil being revised.

Nol So Wimpy Teacher

the mentor text. The mentor fext Is
chart Is used fo model the skil. In a
«t about a missing pet fo llustrate
hor chart with examples of where
ltfhe examples T have provided for
irocess to come up with ideas for our

]myl

Adapting Lessons & Using Technology you would like to spend more time with the mentor text, you can also use It
i during a separate reading minl lesson.
Author Share Celebration B

Winpy Teacher

Detaled teacher directions explaining each component of
the program will help you understand how fo use the unit
and quickly get starfed in your classroom!
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WRITERS
CAN SOLVE PROBLEMS

What if my pencil breaks or
my pen stops working?

What if I have to use the
restroom?

What if I can't think of
anything to write about?

What if I finish my writing task
and I still have more time?

What if I need help spelling a
word in my story?

What if I have problems with
technology not working?

Not So Wimpy Teacher

TWO WEEKS OF LESSON PLANS TO GET YOU
UP FOR A SUCCESSFUL YEAR OF WRITNG

LESSON 1: WHAT WILL IT LOOK AND SOUND LIKE? g,

What wil writing workshop look and sound lke?

ESSENTIAL QUESTION MATERIALS

what wil writing look & sound ke anchor chart
what will writing look & sound like student printable

“‘We a
you al
thougl
lessor
spend
learné
share

Write
spent

“In or
sound

Compl
your g

LESSON 9: BULDING STAMNA™ 3y

ESSENTIAL QUESTION

How do I practice writing for long periods of time?

MATERIALS
writing prompt anchor chart
tracking stamina anchor chart

MINI LESSON
“The last few days we have been buiding up our stamina in wrifing workshop and
fracking our progress. Each day. we've set our goal and fracked how many minufes we
were able fo wrife uninferrupled. Take a look at our fracker. How do you think we've
done so far? Do you think we could write even longer foday? How many minufes do
you think we can write? Let's o ifl*
Have the class help you decide on an appropriate goal for their wrifing time.

Joaay. I'm going fo give you another writing prompt fo write about”
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Being aBest Friend

Day 2+ Writing an Ending

T looked over at the empty desk across my classroom and thought about my best friend Zan. My teacher knelt
down next fo my desk and whispered, *Jessica, you haven’t even started your test!" She was right; the blank sheet

of paper was staring up at me, and the sharpened pencil sat limp in my hand like a spaghetti noodle.

That afternoon, I asked my mom if we could stop by Zan's house to check on her since she hadn't returned any of

my calls or texts. Although Mom was reluctant, she realized how important this was fo me after I burst into tears

We drove up fo Zan's house in the evening as the sun was dipping below the horizon, and I noticed that all of the

blinds were already closed. It seemed like an eternity before her sister answered the door. *Let me check with Zan,

she said tentatively before disappearing for a moment and then letting me enter.

I walked into the living room and noticed a bed set up in the middle of the room in front of the felevision. Zan was
laying there with a beanie on her head, even though it was late May. The room was quiet;, and the light snuck in

through the blinds, giving of f an eerie, shadowy effect. I immediately noticed how pale Zan’s face looked

Before I could ask what was going on, she said, “Ii's leukemia." My hear sank. She said she had already gone through
one round of chemotherapy and was starting fo lose her hair. They found out a little over a month ago, but she
didn't want to tell anyone at school. I gave her a huge hug and tfold her it was OK that she didn't want to tell anyone.
I spent the next few minutes chatting about school, trying fo pretend things were normal and that my best friend
didn't have cancer. My mom was still in the car and Zan looked like she was about fo fall asleep, so I said goodbye,

let myself out, and returned to the car.
My mom was inquisitive, but all I could say was the same as Zan had said. "It’s leukemia.*

The next Saturday, I laid on my bed most of the morning. My thoughts swirled about what to do next. I wasn't sure

if I was supposed to bring flowers, visit again, give her some space, or research cures

Just then, Aunt Sheri burst info my room, almost hopping foward my bed. She ALWAYS had this much energy, and it
usually made me dizzy. I remembered that she had cancer about five years ago and redlized that my mom must
have sent her fo talk to me.

After explaining the whole situation, I asked, “What do I do?*

Aunt Sheri's answer was simple. “Just be her best friend,* she said

No need fo buy books or spend time searching for mentor
textsl This bundle contains H original mentor fexts fo help
you feach specific fiction narrative writing skills.




HOW WOULD YOUR MAIN CHARACTER ANSWER
THESE QUESTIONG?

What are your favorite hobbles? Who are yaure friende?

What is something you are good at? Where Is your

What are your wedknesses? g};;gmﬁ: HOW WOULD YOUR MAIN CHARACTER ANSWER
' THESE QUESTIONG?

What are your favorite hobbies? Who are your friends?

I love playing sports with my Ella and Matt are my best
friends. friends.

Not So Wimpy Teacher: Lessons I3 & 32

What is something you are good at? Where is your favorite place to be?

I'm a good runner. I love being outside on a track
or field where I can play.

What are your wecknesses? If you could have three wishes
granfed, what would you wish for?
I can be foo competitive at - : :
. y g WOuld WIS]’W "‘O win every race I erﬁered. I
fimes. I don't like fo lose. would wish to play sports year-round and

A  The included tfeacher anchor charts or posters come in both
= ‘ ?Z blank and filled-in versions for print and display.




T CAN BE [REALTSTr ] o 1

Use Example

when a word needs

mrs. owens

to be capitadlized

h d
neeeerette || gok a new ngw hat.

delete something

HOW WILL THE BEGINNING OF YOUR STORY HOOK YOUR READERS?

when you need to

is
insert a word ghe/\SO ‘l‘|red.

TYPES OF BORING LEAD LEAD THAT HOOKS!
when you need to Phoenlx/\Anzonq LEADS .
)

insert a comma

Ring! Ring! My morm’s telephone rang loudly and

when you need fo . Sound | The felephone rang. startled me out of bed
o " This is my deskq

“Runners, are you ready? Get setl Gol”
when you need fo fix +here

Talkin We began the race.
a spelling error Look over g

|’\ 4 N .
whermpomeed iy b:gm | Qm ?quhn, she | Action certfor: friends as I raced to the registration table. T
Qhew paragrap qudﬂ He”O, | Feplled ) wanted to be first in line fo start the race

Not So Wimpy Teacher

[ripesyepar oy I jumped out of the car and waved hello to my

S
®
X
®
S

Not So Wimpy Teacher: Lessons 12 & 3

Students build their own writing nofebooks with handy
anchor charts and graphic organizers to reference
throughout the writing process. A digital option is included.




WHAT TEACHERS ARE SAYING
X 77 7% 77 1%

66 Writing is one area that | often struggle with o
teach effeclively. This unit really helped keep
both me and my students focused on specific

skils. They were able to build upon +heir

learning {o create qudlity pieces of writing. |

saw that learning continue to grow, even

after the unit was over. 9
- Gina MS
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CONFERENCE OUTLINE

Writing conferences are as easy as |-2-3|

Follow these easy steps 1o hold successful writing conferences.

. Choose a Skill to Focus On
* Choose the revision skill you'd like fo work on with the group and make

this the focus of the conference.

2. Have Students Read a Small Portion from Their Masterpiece:
* Each student will read the part of their masterpiece that they feel
demonstrates the focus of the conference that day.
* Give a compliment and possibly a suggestion to each student.

3. Review and Revisel
* Review the anchor chart and/or student printable for the skill you are
focusing on, or highlight the skill in a mentor text.
* Encourage students fo look at their own writing and think about how
they will incorporate the skill info their masterpiece. Students will then

work on making this revision.

Helpful Tips:

* If astudent reads their masterpiece and has truly mastered that
day’s revision skill, you can make a suggestion or send them back to
their desk to work on that day’s writing task. They do not need to
stay to review the skill if they have already mastered itl
Use the included conferencing notes page fo make a note of the

revisions each student plans fo make so that you can follow up with

AVANNREAY

.
]

W

FICTION NARRATIVE
CONFERENCING TOPICS

WRITING CONFERENCE NOTES

STUDENT NAME:

Student Godls:

Godls and Plans for

Strengths

Host successful writing conferences using the included
fopic cards, sample outlines, and tracking sheets.
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Two simple and student-friendly rubrics are included for
targeted, meaningful feedback on assessments.
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Offer choice

Teach daily pryini
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How TO pri ~

LESSON 9: SOLUTION "™y

ESSENTIAL QUESTION MATERIALS
How do writers develop stories that are interesting to lesson 5 menfor text
read?

MN LESSON

“Yesterday: you chose the problem for your sfory. Today: we need fo decide how our characters

will solve the problem! We are planning the endingl”
Read the lesson 5 mentor fext.

How did the characters solve the problem?" (Elisa sang Toby's favorite song fo help him fal
asleep.)

“Joday. you wil decide on a solution fo the problem in your sfory.”

Fill out the bottom half of the problem and solution anchor chart from lesson Y using your own

story idea or the one that I have provided below as an example.

3% EDITING
S

problem and solution anchor chart from lesson 4
problem and solution student printable from lesson 4

Solution

Jia turn around to help Colin up and encourage him. They remind him of

mates, not fo win and come in first place.

n for the race, to raise funds for their little league and fo have fun with

HOW To HE| Use

when a word needs

Celeb @

to be capitalized

WORK TIME

an the details for how their characters will solve the problem in their story.

Publish

when you need to

Give d

delete something

| got a new n% hat.

Everything you need to teach fiction narrative wrifing in a
way fthat is fun for your studenfs and easy for youl




