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A TYPICAL DAY OF WRITING

Lt every day wil have the same basic format. Students are much more
X ctive when they have clear procedures and routines!

QUICK START DAILY WRITING WORKSHOP

low for a successful first week of writing instruction!
Mini Lesson: [0-15 minutes

NI LESSON: With the exception
assessment days, writing wil
gin with @ mini lesson. During the
i lesson, students wil read

nfor fext passages or have the

it the Week One PDF. This

WHAT'S INCLUDED

9 ins everything you need ssages read tg them. The skil Worl 3 "2
This unit fains thi d fo feach Inf ationd itingl r the day wil be infroduced.
is unit contains everything you need to teach informational writing ring the First half of the uni,
— 2 B NCHOR CHARTS

for long-term use. T
inting the fask cards on
dstock and laminating for

\chor chars to help remember
e skils being faught.

Anchor charts are part of many of the lessons in this unit. There are a
RK TIME: After the mini lesson, students wil b variety of ways to use these resources.

sterpiece writing (working draft - see page 12)

= ut the year. It can diso be a fast finisher activity all year
wilues fiese oo «+ Print a copy of the mentor texts for yourself and read them to the class in the

The Daily Lesson Plan

The Writing Nofebook . .

‘& . 6 UP WITH GOOD - WRITNG A
N =i \ aterials. For each EAS LEAD & INTRODUCTION
L | §  TUE WRITING NOTERPOOK | |
= t and one rubric from the ot
Unit gt g Glance Calendar Lesson Plans r Text Passages You will diso need one Every student wil need a composition notebook g zaws, B Ly WRITING A
il &y 3
merfor text pass§ riting unit. The use of a composition - & INTRODUCTION
strate the kil bef is highly encouraged due to their 7 | [CHOOK | 0LR PEADERS F20M THE STAPT
ughijfhtiday, MENTOR TE T p E If a composition notebook cannot be i, . 3 | e :
I A | E F ‘ N a spiral nofebook is the next best thing. l’é"ée;;gr,-o“m_ ?
e 5 PORT ;& u
] . . ) - X book wil only be used for this eight- = LEAD &
Click the name of the section to jump fo that part of the directions! % Writers grow by reading and hearing examples T highly suggest using a different INTRODUCTION
of great wrifing for each unit. This wil help students to ;§ YOUB BEADSS FOM TE STOT :
i e to differentiate betwee:
GettingStarted ... 3 Allof the necessary menfor fexts for this srogfv;vwﬁ?‘:v;ﬁa?jemvrjuzgj Ti:)eu;\eoir; § )
writing unit are included! You do NOT need to buy T e zou‘d 5 e
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! s with two writing genres in each. ey
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bmmend finding a place to keep their notebooks after the unit is complete. Once
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Mol So Winpy Teacher

same manner that you would read a book read dloud.

*  Prgject the menfor texts on your whiteboard. You can read it fo the students
while they follow dlong, or the class can choral read.

« For proficlent readers, print a copy for each student and have them read it
independently. This can be done during the writing lesson, as bell work, or even
during reading centers.

Print a copy for each sfudent or pair of students and have them buddy read the
passage with their partner.

«  Print the mentor texts af 80 (change In your prinfer settings) and have students
glue the texts In the resource section of the notebook so that they can look
back as areference.

The mentor fexts are meant fo be read dloud to illustrate the concept of
that particular lesson. They are not reading passages and are not meant
to be used as a close read activity. Avold asking comprehension
questions, and do not worry If your sfudents cannct read these
independentlyl If you would lke fo spend more fime with the mentor
text, you can also use It during a separate reading mini lesson.

Not So Wimpy Teacher

— _TAKENOTE! |
|

ook wil be divided info three equdl sections using the provided dividers (you can
hate this). T strongly encourage you to print the dividers on cardsfock! This wil
sure they last for the entire unit

rces

ion will be used for anchor charts and other resources that students complete
i lessons. This is dlso a good place fo keep student godls and a word list

‘erpiece

ction, students will be writing their two major masterpiece stories. The first

ce sfory wil be highly guided through mini lessons. During the last three weeks
wil complete a second masterplece story that is done more independently.

stories

bction, students will keep storles written when they finish the specific work task
Ly can diso write storles in this section when they finish work early during other
the school day. It helps fo keep students organized If they are not wrifing

| stories right in the middle of their masterplece that is still being revised.

vore | —

h the mentor fext. The menfor text
or chart is used to model the skill. In
\roduction, you will read a menfor

l out the lead and introduction

u could use in your writing (or you

br you). This Is meant fo be a

leas for our writing, not a reading
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WRITERS
CAN SOLVE PROBLEMS

What if my pencil breaks or What if I have to use the
my pen stops working? restroom?
What if I can’t think of What if I finish my writing task
anything to write about? and I still have more time?

What if I need help spelling a What if I have problems with
word in my story? technology not working?

Not So Wimpy Teacher

TWO WEEKS OF LESSON PLANS TO GET YOU
UP FOR A SUCCESSFUL YEAR OF WRITING

RN

LESSON 1: WHAT WILL IT LOOK AND SOUND LIKE? g,

What wil writing workshop look and sound lke? what wil writing look & sound ke anchor chart

ESSENTIAL QUESTION MATERIALS

what will writing look & sound like student printable

“‘We a
you al
thougl
lessor
spend
learné
share

Write
spent

“In or
sound

Compl
your g
notfebq

LESSON 9: BULDING STAMNA™ 3y

ESSENTIAL QUESTION MATERIALS
How do I practice writing for long periods of time? writing prompt anchor chart
tracking stamina anchor chart

will cre

MINI LESSON
“The last few days we have been buiding up our stamina in wrifing workshop and
fracking our progress. Each day. we've set our goal and fracked how many minufes we
were able fo wrife uninferrupled. Take a look at our fracker. How do you think we've
done so far? Do you think we could write even longer foday? How many minufes do
you think we can write? Let's o ifl*

Have the class help you decide on an appropriate goal for their wrifing time.

“Joday. I'm going fo give you another wrifing prompt fo wrife about”
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London Bridge
Day K Topic and Concluding Sentences

‘London Bridge is falling down, falling down, falling down. London Bridge is falling down, My fair lady!* This is

a popular children’s nursery rhyme, but did you know that there is some truth to the lyrics? The London
Bridge was indeed falling down!

Falling Down

In the early 1960s, it was discovered that the London Bridge was falling down. The 600-year-old bridge
was not built to handle the traffic, and it was slowly sinking into the River Thames. The website
History.com reported that the bridge was sinking one inch every eight years. The city of London felt that
the best possible solution was to build a replacement bridge and try tfo sell the old bridge.

The Purchase

Ivan Luckin, a London city councilor, came to the United States fo try fo sell the old bridge. Although it
might have seemed like a long-shot, Luckin found a buyer! A rich man named Robert McCulloch had just
purchased some land near Arizona’s Lake Havasu. McCulloch thought that the London Bridge would look

perfect on his new land. *I needed the bridge,* he told the Chicago Tribune newspaper. He purchased the
bridge from London for $2,460,000.

Moving the Bridge

Moving the bridge was a fough task. Workers had fo use markers to label each brick. Then, the bridge was
taken apart, and the bricks were put in crates and shipped fo California. Trucks brought the crates o
Lake Havasu, Arizona. Workers spent three years assembling the pieces of the bridge. According fo
History.com, the shipping and assembly cost a total of $7 million.

Opening

On October 10, 1971, the London
Bridge was ready for visitors.
There were skydivers, marching
bands, and fireworks. London’s
Lord Mayor and several celebrities

came to the event. The bridge went

No need fo buy books or spend time searching for mentor
fexts| This bundle contains I3 original mentor fexts fo help you
e teach specific informational report writing skills.




TEXT FEATURES HELP READERS FIND

Hurricanes

A satellite is @ machine that moves
through space taking pictures and

collecting data.

TEXT FEATURES HELP READERS FIND | INFORMATION |.

A satellite is a machine that moves
through space taking pictures and

Not So Wimpy Teacher: Lesson 25 & 39

collecting data.

Bold Text Heading |[AWD

2% Bighorn sheep are the largest

i& wild sheep in North America and

i can weigh over 300 pounds.

N

Diagram Photo Caption

The included teacher anchor charts or posters come in both
blank and filled-in versions for print and display.
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Use Example

when a word needs mrs. EWGY\S

2 TRANSITIONS

h d
neeeerette || gok a new ngw hat.

delete something

wh u need is FVIDENCE
e She,s0 Hired. SEQUENCE ENACENSE

first, next, then, later, aofter for example, for instance,
when you need fo

PhO@th/\At’IZOY\Q that, immediately, finally, such as, as an example
é

insert a comma

eventually
when you need to

This is my deskq

add a period

when you need fo fix +her\e

& spielingieion Look over‘ although, but, rather,
@ and, also, again, another, o
when you need fo begin| | amn Sarah,” she - however, on the other hand

anew paragraph | 564 YHello,” | replied.

Not So Wimpy Teacher

S
®
X
®
S

Not So Wimpy Teacher : Lesson 20 & 35

\

Students build their own writing nofebooks with handy
anchor charfs and graphic organizers fo reference
throughout the writing process. A digital option is included.




WHAT TEACHERS ARE SAYING

66

7 X WX

This was easy to follow and my class loved il

Very useful in a writing workshop environment. |
loved that the mentor texts were included and

they were true models of what the kids felt like

they could do.

%

- Lacey L
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Informational Report Task Cards

Read the card and wrife yes or no in the boxes below. Name:

2 3 H

L Y

Three unique sefs of task cards provide a fun, interactive
way fo practice writing skills throughout the unit.
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CONFERENCE OUTLINE

Writing conferences are as easy as |-2-3|

AVANNREAY

Follow these easy steps 1o hold successful writing conferences.

. Choose a Skill to Focus On
* Choose the revision skill you'd like fo work on with the group and make

this the focus of the conference.

2. Have Students Read a Small Portion from Their Masterpiece:
* Each student will read the part of their masterpiece that they feel
demonstrates the focus of the conference that day. INFORMATIONAL REPORT
* Give a compliment and possibly a suggestion to each student. CONFERENCING TOPICS

3. Review and Revisel
* Review the anchor chart and/or student printable for the skill you are
focusing on, or highlight the skill in a mentor text.
* Encourage students fo look at their own writing and think about how

they will incorporate the skill info their masterpiece. Students will then

WRITING CONFERENCE NOTES

Helpful Tips:
STUDENT NAME:
* If astudent reads their masterpiece and has truly mastered that

day’s revision skill, you can make a suggestion or send them back to Student Godls:
their desk to work on that day’s writing task. They do not need to

stay to review the skill if they have already mastered itl

* Use the included conferencing notes page fo make a note of the

iiens each ifuderd’ plans to make so that you can follow up with Goals and Plans for
P - N >—{ Strengths
. : Improvement

‘c‘:bnf‘erencing cards I have included to help guide your

W@M’W Host successful writing conferences using the included topic
01 cards, sample ouflines, and tracking sheets.




Two simple and student-friendly rubrics are included for
targeted, meaningful feedback on assessments.
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TUDENT SUCCESS pay

ESSENTIAL QUESTION
What gods can you set for yourself to improve your
informationd report writing?

MATERIALS
completed rubric for each student from pre-assessment
godl sheet for each student

LOOKS LIKE.
Disehgqged

Ref‘uses 'I’O P
writy
on paper SR

Complains aboy
writing

LOOKS LIKE:

tor avoids

NG WRITER

Does the bare minimum

Asks for help f“req_uenﬂy

/

HOW TO HELp.

Offer choice

Teach daily pryini

) Y mini less

into smqll pieces e ok
Give one shor

day that is o 4 writing task each

asy fo implement

How TO pri ~

MINI LESSON
“Authors are always working fo improve their work. Even professional authors are looking for
ways fo become betfer wrifers. The best way fo become a better wrifer is fo ask for feedback.
You can look at the feedback, or suggestions, from someone else and use their advice fo improve
your work. Writers don't get upset about the feeaback. It does not mean they are a bad writer/
Feedback is good, because it helps them fo become an even better wrifer:*

“At The beginning of" this unif, you wrole a report about a fopic that we had learned in class. I
carefully read al of your wrifing pieces. I was so excifed fo learn more about your wrifing
abilties! After I read your work, I filed out a rubric. A rubric is a Ist of skils that would make your
work excepfional. I looked for those skills in your wrifing There are some skills that you are
already doing really well There are some skills that you are starfing fo develop, but just need some
practice. There are other skils that you may not have YET. I marked them down on this rubric.”

V" Sup

a® EDITING

o MARKS

LOOKS LIKE.

Enjoys writing

Celeb,

Shows o ! when a word needs
ns of RS

writing gns o curiosity aboyt Give d fo be capitalized

Publish when you need to
delete something

STAGE y:

HOW To HE| Use

going fo go over the rubric fogether: I wil read each skil and fell you a litfle about
You can look at your rubric and see if that is a skill you need fo pracfice. Then, you
> godls for yourself as a writer during the next fwo months.”

tudent rubrics. Display a blank rubric. Read each skill one at a time and give a very
ion of what it means. Let students know they will learn each skill in detail very soon.

choose to do this lesson earlier or lafer. I include it on Day 7 to make sure I have

“eview and complete rubrics for al of the pre-assessment drafts from Day |.

WORK TIME

ok over their rubric and determine the three biggest ways they can become better

| got a new n% hat.

vill write their three godls on the goal sheet and glue the goal sheet into the
on of their nofebook.

Everything you need fo teach informational report
wrifing in a way that is fun for your students and
easy for youl




