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QUICK START

IYRINANIW R ow for a successful first week of writing instruction!
B

WHAT'S INCLUDED

This unit contains everything you need to feach personal narrativel

the Week One PDF. This
s everything you need

2

ictive when they have clear procedures and routines!

DAILY WRITING WORKSHOP

NI LESSON: With the exception
assessment days, writing wil
gn with @ mini lesson. During the
I lesson, students wil read
rfor fext passages or have the
lssages read to them. The skil
- the day wil be infroduced
ring the First half of the unit,
derts wil ofen be creating

Mini Lesson: 10-15 minutes

G
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TAPLE OF CONTENTS

Click the name of the section fo jump to that part of the directions!

Getting Started

Student Success Path

What's Included

Quick Start Guide

A Typicd Day of Writing

The Daily Lesson Plan

The Writing Notebook

The Masterpieces & Fast Finishers
Mentfor Text Passages . ..
Additional Mentor Text

Anchor Charts

Pre- and Post-Assessment.
Writing Grades

Conferencing ... ..

Publishing & Sharing

Adapting Lessons & Using Technology

Author Share Celebration

Imentor fext pass
strate the kil by
faught that day.

Dialogue
Task Cards

s wil use these ¢
ractice punctuatis
jalogue correctly.

g writin
ing Writiny

e include:
B unit!

i for long-term use. T
nTing the task cards on
|

dstock and laminating for

WITH GOOP
IDEAS

aterials. For each

| need one fask card

#t and one rubric from the
You will dlso need one

Writers grow by reading and hearing examples
of great writing.

Allof the necessary mentor texts for this
writing unit are included! You do NOT need to buy
additional books! (I did include a list of suggested
books just in case you want to add more mentor
texts o the lessons)

There are severd different ways that you can
use the mentor fexts. Feel free to mix it up and
vary the routine Iif you wish

+ Print a copy of the mentor fexts for yourseif and read them to the class in the
same manner that you would read a book read dloud.

Project the mentor fexts on your whiteboard. You can read if to the students
while they folow along, or the class can choral read

For proficient readers, print a copy for each student and have them read it
independently. This can be done during the writing lesson. as bell work, or even
during reading centers.

Print a copy for each student or pair of students, and have them buddy read the
passage with their partner.
Print the mentor fexts at 807 (change In your printer settings) and have students

glue the texts in the resource section of the notebook so that they can look
back as areference.

- TAKENOTE |

The mentor fexts are meant fo be read dloud to illustrate the concept of
that particular lesson. They are not reading passages and are not meant
to be used as a close read activity. Avoid asking comprehension
questions, and do not worry Iif your students cannot read these
independentlyl If you would like to spend more fime with the mentor
text, you can also use It during a separate reading mini lesson.

Nol So Wmpy Teacher

chor charts to help remember
skils being taught

ANCHOR CHARTS

Anchor charts are part of many of the lessons in this unit. There are a
variety of ways to use these resources.

Every student wil need a composition notebook

riting unit. The use of a composition
is highly encouraged due fo their

If a composition notebook cannot be
a spiral nofebook Is the next best thing. +~

ONsp, e
Rd PERSONAL

NARRATIVE i

book wil only be used for this eight-
T highly suggest using a different
for each unit. This will help students to
rganized and to differentiate between
5 of writing that they will do throughout
If necessary, you could dlso use two
5 with two writing genres in each.

bmmend Finding a place 1o keep their notebooks after the unit is complete. Once
completed a couple units, you may want o use the notebooks to review the
nre (personal narrative, informative, fiction, or opinion), or you may want to
-ompts for these genres. The nofebooks can be used fo review and practice

t the year. It can dlso be a fast finisher activity all year!

ook will be divided info three equal sections using the provided dividers (you can
late this). T sfrongly encourage you to print the dividers on cardstockl This wil
sure they last for the entire unit.

rces

on will be used for anchor charts and other resources that students complete
lessons. This s dlso a good place to keep student godls and a word list.

erpiece

ction, students will be writing their two major masterpiece stories. The first

ce story wil be highly guided through mini lessons. During the last three weeks,
wil complete a second masterplece story that is done more independently.

stories

bction, students will keep stories written when they finish the specific work task
Ly can dlso wrife stories in this section when they finish work early during other
fthe school day. It helps to keep students organized if they are not writing
storles right in the middle of their masterplece that is stil being revised.

Not So Wmpy Teacher

)

NOTE! -
h the mentor fext. The mentor text

or chart is used to model the skill. In

Iomprehenswon activityl

ARE THE MAIN CHARACTER|
IN THS| STORY!

YOU |ARE THE MAN CHARACTER|
IN THIS| TRUE |STORY!

EvaMDIEC

WHAT IS A
PERSONAL NARRATIVE?
ARE THE MAN
CHARACTER IN THIS
STORY!
EXAMPLES

setting anchor chart with examples
ou can use the examples I have
rainstorming process fo come up

Iemor text about a missing pet fo

Detailed teacher directions explaining each component of
the program will help you understand how to use the unit
and quickly get started in your classrooml
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See the entire HO-day unit at a glance using the one-page
cdlendar, or choose one of the alfernative schedules.
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WRITERS
CAN SOLVE PROBLEMS

What if my pencil breaks or What if I have to use the
my pen stops working? restroom? TWO WEEKS OF LESSON PLANS TO SET YOU
ESSENTIAL QUESTION MATERIALS
What if I can't think of What if I finish my writing task What wil writing workshop look and sound lke? what }/vil \f/riiing look & Sounfj “k? anchor ghor'i
anything to write about? and I still have more time? what will writing look & sound like student printable
“Wk . 2N
o LESSON 9: BUILDING STAMINA“™ 3y
thougl ESSENTIAL QUESTION MATERIALS
lessor How do I practice writing for long periods of time? writing prompt anchor chart
spend tracking stamina anchor chart
What if I need help spelinga | [ What if I have problems with A
word in my story? technology not working? Q:r ng MINI LESSON
share -
i “The last few days we have been buiding up our stamina in wrifing workshop and
% eir fracking our progress. Each day. we've set our goal and fracked how many minufes we
spen were able fo wrife uninferrupled. Take a look at our fracker. How do you think we've
T done so far? Do you think we could write even longer foday? How many minufes do
Not So Wimpy Teacher S;u:é you think we can write? Let's ao ifl"

EEEE—— s Tt G Have the class help you decide on an appropriate goal for their wrifing time.
YO;erC “Joday. I'm going fo give you another wrifing prompt fo wrife about”
notebq

\ will cre
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Road Trip!

LessonlO: writing aLead
BOOM! KA-DONK! KA-DONK! KA-DONK!

“Papal What was that?!” I stammered as the palms of my hands slowly uncovered my eyes to reveal
what we had hit. All T could see was the pitch-black sky with a sliver of bright white moon. The giant

pine trees were still flying by as our long brown station wagon continued down the dark road.
KA-DONK! KA-DONK! KA-DONK!

*Papa, what is that noise?” I cried. Our car was wobbling back and forth, causing us fo jerk left and
right. I could feel the worry rise up my spine and tingle in the back of my neck. What was that weird
noise? Why wouldn't Papa answer me? A few seconds later (which felt like an hour), Papa finally

answered.

“Well, Isabella, T think we might have just blown a tire. I'm going fo try tfo find a safe place of f to the

side of the road here to check and see what’s going on,” Papa replied, sounding a little unsure.

The loud noise and constant bumpiness continued to make me nervous. I watched out the front
windshield from the back seat as our headlights guided us down the gloomy black asphalt. The car
coasted off fo the side of the road, and I could feel us come to a halt. CLICK! I undid my seat belt and
began fo peer out each window of the car. I stared with my eyes wide open info the night, but all I

could see was complete blackness.

“You stay in the car, okay? There’s not much to see out there, and it’s dangerous on the side of the
road like this. It’s best if you just stay put. If it’s the tire, this shouldn’t take long, alright?* Papa

instructed. I just nodded my head because I was foo afraid to go out there anyway.

He grabbed a flashlight and went out the driver’s side door. SLAMI My heart jumped as he shut the car
door. I was sitting in the back seat trying to see my dad over the front seats. I could only make out the
arch of his back through the headlights as he bent over the front tire. Then, he was gone. I sat up
higher and looked around.

No need to buy books or spend fime searching for mentor
texts| This bundle confains H original menfor fexts to help
you teach specific personal narratfive writing skills.




" NARROWING A TOPIC TO A
SEED STORY

A SEED STORY FOCUSES ON JUST ONE
MOMENT N T

—  NARROWING A TOPIC TO A
SEED STORY

A SEED STORY FOCUSES ON JUST ONE
SMALL | MOMENT IN TIME.

Not So Wimpy Teacher: Lesson 6 & 27

a story about my a story about

a story about my favorite animals feeding the giraffe
trip to the zoo from my trip to the when I went to the

Z00 Z00

The included feacher anchor charts or posters come in
both blank and filled-in versions for print and display.




s NARROWING A TOPIC TO A
sl S€ED STORY

'
L . E
&

Students build their own writing notebook with handy
anchor charts and graphic organizers to reference
throughout the writing process. A digital option is included.




WHAT TEACHERS ARE SAYING
X 77 7% 77 1%

“ My students were more involved and EXCITED TO WRITE.
We put together our writing notebook and THIS HELPED
IMMENSELYT Not only were the students organized, but |
also became more organized. This is a PERFECT RESOURCE

o use when writing personal narratives. My students

wrote some EXCELLENT PIECES and they were SO PROUD OF
THEMSELVES for dll the hard work. - Denise M. ,,
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Personal Narrative Task Cards

‘ Coggy O ) j Read the card and write yes or no in the boxes below. Name:

2 3.

Three unique setfs of fask cards provide a fun,

inferactive way fo practice writing skills throughout
the unit.




YA AT

CONFERENCE OUTLINE

Writing conferences are as easy as |-2-3|

Follow these easy steps 1o hold successful writing conferences.

. Choose a Skill to Focus On
* Choose the revision skill you'd like fo work on with the group and make

this the focus of the conference.

2. Have Students Read a Small Portion from Their Masterpiece:
* Each student will read the part of their masterpiece that they feel
demonstrates the focus of the conference that day.
* Give a compliment and possibly a suggestion to each student.

3. Review and Revisel
* Review the anchor chart and/or student printable for the skill you are
focusing on, or highlight the skill in a mentor text.
* Encourage students fo look at their own writing and think about how
they will incorporate the skill info their masterpiece. Students will then

work on making this revision.

Helpful Tips:

* If astudent reads their masterpiece and has truly mastered that
day’s revision skill, you can make a suggestion or send them back to
their desk to work on that day’s writing task. They do not need to
stay to review the skill if they have already mastered itl
Use the included conferencing notes page fo make a note of the

revisions each student plans fo make so that you can follow up with

 conferencing cards I have included to help guide your

NN Y2

AVANNREAY

PERSONAL NARRATIVE
CONFERENCING TOPICS

WRITING CONFERENCE NOTES
STUDENT NAME:

Student Godls:

Godls and Plans for

Sirengihs Improvement

Host successful writing conferences using the included
topic cards, sample ouflines, and fracking sheets.
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Two simple and student-friendly rubrics are included for
targefed, meaningful feedback on assessments.
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LOOKS LIKE.
Disengaged

Trip
\Q?\g%rmng alecd

hands slow

Refuses 1o write or doodleg

on paper

Complaing about o avoids

writing

LOOKS LIKE:

LOOKS LIKE.
Enjoys writing

Shows signs of
writing

Does the bare minimum

Asks for help f“req_uenﬂy

curiosity aboyt

HOW To HELP:
Offer choice
Teach daily min; lessons broken

into smqll pieces

S:ve one short writing task eqch
ay that is easy to implement

NG WRITER

LESSON 32: ADDING DETAILS -

N

ESSENTIAL QUESTION
What strafegies can writers use fo add more detais fo
their writing?

MATERIALS
detais anchor chart from lesson 16
sticky notes

your readers.”

Review the details anchor chart.

additional examples of specific nouns.

MN LEGSON
“Today you are going fo revise your sfories fo add more defails that wil inferest

Have students practice making a few nouns more specific and defailed. You can use
the examples below and write the words on your whiteboard. Students can give

Cottonwood Elementary School

HOW TO bt o e Sacred Heart Catholc Schoo!
v
Sup e red opp\e; and peanut butter
grou pretzel sticks and carrots
v Teac . i red and black striped f-shirt
gene Red Sox baseball feam jersey
AR
HOW To Hg/| [ Symbol Use Example
Celeb @ when a word needs mrs. owens WORK TIME
Give d to be capitalized = = » back through their masterpiece and underline the nouns. Then, they will decide
Publi sed more defail. Remind students that all nouns don't have to be specificl Writing is
ublish when you need to | gOL a new Y\&/ hat. Sj\é\i/gen it is varied. Just choose the nouns that are especially broad and make

delete something




