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A TYPICAL DAY OF WRITING

Lt every day wil have the same basic format. Students are much more

ctive when they have clear procedures and routines!
QU'CK g I AR I BINI LESSON: With the exception WORKSHOP
E DAILY WRITING

assessment days, writing will

BRI 0w For a successful first week of writing instruction! in with @ mini lesson. During the
2 9

-
[] E i lesson, students will read
WHAT'S INCLUDED the Week One PDF. This . o ot o o v the
i ssages read fo them. The skil

ins everything you need

Mini Lesson: 10-15 minutes

- the day wil be infroduced Wor

ring the first half of the unit,
dents wil often be creating Shd ANC R C ARTS
' For long-term use. T -

This unit contains everything you need to feach informational writing!

o chor charts to help remember
nting the fask cards on skils being faught Anchor charts are part of many of the lessons Iin this unit. There are a
oo Wi W | \ dstock and laminating for bRK TIME: After the mini lesson, students wil b variety of ways to use these resources.
' terpiece wrifing (working draft - see page 8)

NG UP V',“HH 600D

VNG ’ WRITING A
aterials. For each student, EAS LEAD & INTRODUCTION
rubric from the Week One
Sl o need one notebook \ \ Every sfudent wil need a composition notebook g zawss-” = o WRITING A
Al 3 R AL} riing unit. The use of a composition 4 .| LEAD & INTRODUCTION
Blis highly encouraged due fo their TR 4 f HOOK ]YOUR PEADERS FROM THE STARTI

o If @ composition notebook cannot be A — Fact
I te the s a spird nofebook is the next best thing /Fo, »
ght ot P ORT 5

ook wil only be used for this eight- ” ] LEAD &
T highly suggest using a different Y INTRODUCTION
for each unit. This will help students fo
rganized and fo differentiate befween
L of writing that they will do throughout
If necessary, you coud also use two
with two writing genres in each.

Click the name of the section to jump to that part of the directions! Writers grow by reading and hearing examples
of great wrifing
i 0uR A0S fooM THE STRET
Getting Starfed q Allof the necessary mentor fexts for this

. writing unit are included! You do NOT need fo buy
What's Included additional books! (T did include a list of suggesfed

X ) Paraphrase books just in case you want o add more mentor
Quick Start Guide texts fo the lessons.)

1 immend finding a place fo keep their nofebooks affer the unit is complete. Once
: - — 4 - o e -
A Typicd Day of Writing = There are severdl different ways that you can e | COmp\eTec a couple units, you may want fo use the notebooks to review the
use the mentor fexts. Feel free fo mix it up and b | | pnre (personal narrative, informative, fiction, or opinion), or you may want to
The Daily Lesson Plan ass ST vary the routine If you wish = rompts for these genres. The notebooks can be used fo review and practice
| = i t the year. It can dlso be a fast finisher activity all year!

The Writing Notebook " « Print a copy of the mentor texts for yourself and read them fo the class in the
€ WEING, NOIEDOCKS. - = same manner that you would read a book read doud. ook wil be divided info three equal sections using the provided dividers (you can
ate this). I sfrongly encourage you fo print the dividers on cardstock! This wil

The Masterpieces & Fast Finishers . frasing Task C¢ +  Project the mentor fexts on your whiteboard. You can read it fo the students ' sure they last for the entire unit

Mentor Text P —— while they follow dong. or the class can choral read. hart s used to model the skil. In a
enfor lexT Passages - . e

jactice punctuating

«  For proficient readers, print a copy for each student and have them read it ces duction, you wil read a mentor text a
logue correcily.

independently. This can be done during the writing lesson, as bell work, or even > lead and Infroduction anchor chart

during reading centers our writing (or you can use the
meant to be a brainstorming process

erpiece a reading comprehension activityl

¥ YT YN T YT VT waT T VT T

Additional Mentfor Text

on will be used for anchor charfs and other resources that students complete
i lessons. This is diso a good place to keep student goals and a word list.

Anchor Charts «  Print a copy for each student or pair of students, and have them buddy read the
passage with their partner.

Pre- and Post-Assessmen. ction. students wil be writing their two major masterpiece sfories. The first

ce sfory will be highly guided through mini lessons. During the last three wees,

wil complefe a second masterplece story that is done more independently.

+ Print the menfor texts at 80% (change In your printer settings) and have students '
Wrifing Grades ‘ glue the texts in the resource section of the notebook so that they can look

back as areference.

. _TAKENOTE! | — siorles

| [ction. students wil keep stories written when they finish the specific work fask
The menfor texts are meant to be read aloud fo ilustrate the concept of by can also write sfories in this section when they finish work early during other

that particular lesson. They are not reading passages and are not meant to ‘\ he school day. It helps to keep students organized if they are nof writing
be used as a close read activity. Avold asking comprehension questions, | [l stories right in the middle of their masterpiece that is still being revised
and do not worry if your students cannot read these independentiyl If 1oL S0 ey Jeocer

'you would lke to spend more time with the menfor fext, you can dlso use it

during a separate reading mini lesson.

Not So Wimpy Teacher Yot So Wimpy Teacher
LIV A

Conferencing
Publishing & Sharing
Adapting Lessons & Using Technology

Author Share Celebration

Detaled teacher directions explaining each component of
the program will help you understand how fo use the units
and quickly get starfed in your classrooml




1CSSON 1: PrE-ASSOSSMONU™ g,

essenuial GuUesUIoN Maverias
What skills do you need to develop to be the best writer loose-leaf paper
you can be? rubrics

MNILESSON
Explain to students that they will be doing a writing sample today that will help you to
get to know them and to learn about their writing abilities. The sample will be used to
help you know how to help them to become the very best writers that they can be.
Explain that they should do their best.

Let students know that they will have the next hour to plan, draft, revise, and edit
thelr writing plece. You will give them regular updates on the time remaining, but they
should be ready to turn in a completed final draft at the end of the hour. The story
can be as long as they need it to be, but they probably won't have the time to write
a chapter book. Students can have as many sheets of paper as necessary.

Write the following prompt on the board:
Write a story about a child who gets in trouble. Be sure to sure to include
characters, a setting, a problem and a solution.

As students finish their writing, attach a rubric to the top for easler grading.

WOrK UME
Give students a paper and set a timer. Give them updates every 10-16 minutes. Otherwise, see to
it that writers have quiet time to write. Students who finish before the hour Is complete should
read, write or do another silent activity at thelr desk.

closnd

Share with your partner what you hope to Improve on during this unit of fiction writing.

nvervenuion
f possible, set a visual timer on your white
board to help students manage therr tme. If
necessary, give students a word bank to help
with speling.

exrension
Allow students to come up with their own fiction
narrative topic rather than using the prompt.
You may want to tell them the day before so
that they have time to generate a topic.

NOU SO WIMPY 1EaCHET, LIC

LOSSON 4: CHAraCUONS ™ ™y

gssenuial uUSsUIoN

How do writers choose characters to tel their story?

character anchor chart
character student printable (optional)

Maverials

MNILESSON

“Whisper to your neighbor to tell them what a fiction narrative Is and how 1t Is different from a

[GSSON 15: CréauNg SUSPONSG ™3,

gssential Guesuon

How can writers create suspense In their stories?

Marerials
mentor text
plot anchor chart
plot printable

MNLESSON

Read the lesson 15 mentor text to students or have them read it with partners.

“Tlove how the writer kept me on the edge of my seat! | redlly wanted to know what

16SSON 21: WINtING an CNDING™y

essenuial GUSSUION

How can an author end thelr story In an interesting way?

plot anchor chart from lesson 16

Maverials

mentor text

MNILESSON
Read the lesson 21 mentor text to students or have them read it with partners.

"I love that this story has rising action and a climax. That gives It lots of suspense. | dlso love that it
doesn't just end suddenly right after the climax. Fhe author shared a short serles of events that =
led to the solution. The author took thelr time showing how the character solved therr problem.”

Finish filing out the plot anchor chart from lesson 15. Use your own story or my example.

Faling Action 1. Dominic gets In trouble and Is upset.

(Events that lead to the 2. He finds a shelter for the cat.

solution.) 3. Dominic’s mom gets some allergy medicine.

Solution Dominic’s mom changes her mind and lets him keep the cat.




Manatees

Day 5: Generating Report Ideas

NANANANANVANY

If you ever visit one of Florida’'s state parks in the wintertime, you may be lucky
enough to observe one of many manatees. Fhey migrate to this area in the
winter. These state parks in Florida have natural springs with warmer waters,
which are around 70 degrees any time of the year.

Manatees are large gray aquatic animals that are closely related to the elephant.
Weighing up to 3,500 pounds, manctees have long flat tails that they use as
their "motors” to power them around the ocean. They also have flippers that help
them move In coastal waters. Another thing thelr flippers help them with is eating.
Their flippers can help them bring food up to their mouths. They are considered
to be gentle giants and peaceful swimmers.

One tasty meal for manatees Is sea grass. In fact, these animals can often be
referred to as “sea cows’ because they behave in a simiar way to cows. They
travel In herds from one sea grass pasture to the next as they eat therr fil.
to‘ﬂc\\ world : Manatees are herbivores, or plant-eaters. They eat more than 60 different kinds
S of plants. Manatees prefer to consume most of their food close to the surface
because It takes too much energy to dive down in the water and come back to
the surface to breathe. — v S;‘;;Ufe of
. - es. In
It may be surprising because of therr size, but
Acnerioan PISEOTY manatees are not aggressive animals ct all. In
of the largest 3;3\\\3 \:ooo miles of SQO fact, they are playful and calm. Most of the
manatee’s day Is spent traveling, resting, and
eating sea grass. When they are with other
manatees, they are known to play games.
Some manatees will play follow the leader. They
have even been seen bodysurfing! However,
have plenty of food

No need fo buy books or spend time searching for mentor
fexts| This bundle contains 55 original mentor fexts fo help
you feach specific skills in each genre of wrifing.
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This bundle includes 5/ anchor charts and prih’robles for
studentfs to use in Their writing nofebooks.
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NARROWING A TOPIC TO A
SEED REPORT

A SEED REPORT [0USIS ON A

PART OF ATOPL™ \ ADROWING A TOPIC TO A
SEED REPORT

A SEED REPORT F0OUSIS ON A
SREALL [PART OF A TOPIC

a report about a report about a report about

reptiles snakes rattlesnakes

[ A T )
NOT SO WIMPY TEACHER: LESSON 6 & 26

The 50 included feacher anchor charfs or posters come in
both blank and filled-in versions.
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FICUION Narmrauve wriving rusric

Sludent Name: Dale: Score: /20 NFOrMaLIoNAaL Wriing PUBnIC
D) 1 0 Student Name: Dale: Score: /20
1
leab Wrote alead that Is Wrote a lead. Story does not 2 @
~roat Facuvs Wrote a report with plenty Wrote a report with Piece Is not an
\ntorostmg and grobs include a lead. of facts about a topic limited facts and/or it Informational report
readers. Included opinions. with facts about a
topic
paragraprms Divided the story Into Divided the text Into Did not use s
paragraphs to show paragraphs, but made paragraphs.
changes In setting, large some errors about OPINION WtiNg ruBric
amounts of time passing when to change to a parad d Cludent Name: Dale: Score: /20
and new characters new paragraph.
speaking Mastered Progréssing NOU Wou
OPNION Clecrly stated an opinion Had an opinion, but it Plece Is not an
characuenrs Included main and Included only a main Does not include S on atopic was not clear opinion essay
secondary characters character OR the secondary "
that were developed with | characters need to be characters AND the
lots of detals. more developed. characters need to : whiuing PGrsonal narrauive rueric >
be more developed 4 Sludenl Name: Dale: Score: /20 B
Nwnvpe Used a "show don't tel' Included a description Does not Include any 2 1 0 graphs
strategy to develop a of the setting. detalls about the small Wrote a personal narrative Wrote a personal Story Is not @
sett\mg. Seﬂ‘ﬂg. MOMGNU about a smail moment In narrative but It Is not personal narrative.
namraue time. narrowed down to a T
Iy b it Include
PrOBIEM &ND Included a problem, Included a problem and | Does not include a = smll moment - Coleipport
( Wrote a lead that Is Wrote a lead. tory does not
SOLULION suspense and a solution a solution. solution to the Fatesirg ord gecs el spinion
to the problem. ,oroblem readers.
ot use
vransitions Included sufficient Included some Did not use paragrepns wgg’;‘ggﬁ;’t‘g sl B D'ﬁ%‘g:gg;:’m‘o E;?ngégfg mples
transitions. transitions. transitions. time passed, the topic made some errors o
changed or different about when to
DALOgUE Included dialogue Included didlogue The story does not CNANOCiele 8poKe. Ch‘;”g‘;;fegg’ew oheng
/ N sitions
betW?ﬁg ;2%905;8‘;8 and ChOrgi\grie%S??here include any d‘O’Ogue' wansilions | Included sufficlent transttions. Included some Did not use
) transttions. transttions. 1ot use
| d
punctuated correctly. are some punctuation Dalogue Used didlogue to show what | Used didlogue, but | Did not use dialogue. )rcytgvor oo
errors. characters sad and made some errors In
punctuated the didlogue punctuating the
enong Wrote an interesting Wrote an ending. Story does not correctly. diclogue or used very does not
ending include an ending. lttle lologue. an ending
pDerals Used lots of detalls that Used some detalis. Story was baslic and
S Speling reflects editing Writing Includes some Writing has many heiped a reader to be able dd not Include has many
{1 only has grade-level speling errors that speling errors that 1o Visudkee the story. encugh dotad. errors that
§O Sppropriate errors. should have been should have been WOMDCHOCG | Used words that showed | Used words that told | Used words that told ;\?evc?. been
\ngy dle and de end D are ded in ec
been edltea. edted.

\/

pUNCtUALION

Wreiting has man




[ESSON 16:
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EveryThlng you need To Teclch 3rd grclde wrifing in a way that
is fun for your s’ruden’rs cund easy for youl




